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OUE  CHUECH  :  HER  PEOGEESS  AND  PEOSPECTS. 

Many  a  good  cause  has  a  long  struggle  to  encounter'ere  it  gains  the 
victory.  During  the  season  of  early  trial,  its  weakness,  which  bids  away 
the  lukewarm,  or  excites  the  contempt  of  its  enemies,  only  stimulates 
the  courage  and  prompts  the  energies  of  its  friends.  But  while  some  are 
coldly  approving,  and  others  distantly  watching  its  efforts  with  no  friendly 
eye,  or  silently  hoping  for  its  discomfiture,  the  young  weakling  is  all  the 
time  gathering  strength.  Often,  ere  coldness  has  frozen  into  alienation,  or 
enmity  had  an  opportunity  of  triumphing,  the  quiet  perseverance  of  its 
faithful  adherents  has  secured  it  against  failure,  and  insensibly  it  has  been 
brought  to  a  position  of  such  security  and  strength  that  neither  opposition 
nor  neglect  can  fatally  injure  it. 

The  progress  of  Presbyterianism  in  England  has  been  of  late  very  much 
of  this  character.  Since  1843,  when  the  Synod  resolved  to  cast  in  her 
lot  with  the  reforming  section  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  our  Church  has 
sustained  a  struggling  existence,  in  which  her  faithful  office-bearers  and 
people  have  had  few  encouragements  beyond  the  consciousness  of  the  goodness 
of  their  cause  and  the  simplicity  of  their  aims.  They  have  not,  perhaps, 
been  encountered  by  active  opposition,  except  in  one  or  two  localities,  where 
the  hardships  endured  by  a  few  could  but  slightly  affect  the  body  at 
large.  But  their  contracted  numbers  and  their  humble  position  in 
presence  of  the  other  Churches  of  the  realm,  whether  established  or 
voluntary,  have  all  this  time  involved  them  in  comparative  obscurity, 
and  left  them  with  little  notice  and  with  less  sympathy  to  pursue  their 
quiet  duties,  and  to  follow  with  calm  perseverance  the  steady  and  un- 
deviating  course  in  which  their  well-defined  principles  are  ever  certain  to 
conduct  them. 

This  long  period  of  humility  has  been,  doubtless,  one  of  preparation 
for  a  higher  destiny.  The  hyacinth,  which  at  this  spring  season  is  just 
rushing  into  glorious  bloom,  was  for  a  Jong  time  buried,  an  unnoticed 
bulb,  beneath  the  soil.  The  gardener,  who  knew  that  it  was  there,  and 
that  it  would  soon  be  the  chief  glory  of  his  parterre,  covered  it  for  many 
long  weeks  from  the  light.  The  warmth  which  nourished  it  came  chiefly 
from  a  source  beneath  the  surface.  The  result  of  these  precautions  has 
been  that  it  struck  its  roots  deep,  and  spread  them  in  healthy  vigour 
through  the  fertile  soil;  and  long  ere  its  green  leaf,  enveloping  the 
future  flower,  pushed  into  day,  it  had  obtained  a  firm  and  genial  hold  of 
the  spot  it  occupied.  And  now  its  large  and  well-developed  spike  of 
flower  is  filling  the  eye  with  a  beauty,  and  the  air  with  a  fragance, 
which  never  could  have  been  realised  had  a  premature  stimulus  thrown 
its  strength  from  the  roots  towards  the  upper  extremity.  Our  Church, 
during  the  last  nineteen  years  of  her  history,  has  been  almost  out  of 
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public  sight.  Her  influence  on  the  Christianity  of  England  has  been 
chiefly  confined  to  her  own  congregations;  and  except  on  a  few  topics, 
like  that  of  the  Sabbath,  her  voice  has  hardly  been  heard  by  the 
great  public,  even  when  most  powerfully  exerted.  But  all  this  time  let 
us  hope,  as  we  believe,  that  she  has  been  yearty  striking  deeper  root 
and  becoming  prepared  for  a  more  prominent  place  in  the  high  field 
of  England's  Christianity.  During  all  that  time  her  ministers  have 
been  rising  in  the  esteem  of  their  countrymen,  and  have  proved  their 
personal  worth,  their  solid  acquirements,  and  their  high  qualities  as 
Christian  teachers.  Through  her  elders  she  has  given  to  the  Church  at 
large  a  testimony  and  an  example  of  the  Scriptural  method  of  occupy- 
ing gifted  and  faithful  laymen  in  the  service  of  Christ,  his  cause,  and 
his  people.  No»  Church  has  more  fully  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of 
adhering  to  apostolic  example  in  this  particular,  especially  in  the  metro- 
polis and  larger  towns,  where  the  eldership  is  often  filled  by  men  of 
education,  of  wealth,  and  of  munificent  liberality,  who,  in  accepting  a 
call  to  this  office,  have  willingly  devoted  their  best  gifts  to  the  cause 
of  the  Gospel  ;  while  the  flocks  belonging  to  our  Church  have  every- 
where distinguished  themselves  by  a  character  of  quiet  and  unobtrusive, 
but  enlightened  and  high-principled  Christianity,  which  has  won  for 
them  the  respect  and  esteem  of  their  respective  neighbourhoods. 

The  consequences  of  all  this  are  now  becoming  visible;  every  year, 
of  late,  has  added  to  the  number  of  our  congregations;  and  as  might 
have  been  expected  in  a  cause  so  substantial  and  so  good  as  ours,  the 
progress  of  one  year  has  almost  always  been  exceeded  by  that  of  the  next, 
so  that,  as  seasons  have  rolled  on,  the  weakling  has  become  compara- 
tively strong,  and  begins  now  to  attract  observation  and  to  assume  a  place  of 
less  humility  and  insignificance  among  the  thousands  of  Judah.  But  there 
are  symptoms  of  the  new  phase  into  which,  as  a  Church,  we  are  thus  enter- 
ing, besides  what  we  remark  in  our  own  congregations.  Among  these 
the  prospect  of  a  well-considered  union  with  English  brethren  of  our  own 
principles,  is  one  of  very  happy  augury.  Let  this  be  but  consummated 
on  sound  principles,  and  without  reserve  on  either  part,  and  by  a  single 
act  we  shall  rise  to  a  position  which  without  it  we  might  not  attain 
for  many  years;  we  shall  rebuke  the  aspersions  which  have  so  often 
fallen  on  us,  when  our  zeal  for  purity  has  been  misinterpreted  as  an 
enmity  to  peace;  we  shall  give  an  impulse  to  all  our  missionary  schemes; 
we  shall  secure  the  more  efficient  working  of  our  college;  and  we  shall 
gain  a  place  in  England  which  will  give  us  a  claim,  hitherto  lacking, 
no  longer  to  be  ignored  and  overlooked,  as  we  have  been,  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  public  questions  of  a  religious  and  moral  kind  among  our 
countrymen. 

Another  hopeful  sign  of  the  times  is  seen  in  the  interest  which  has 
lately  been  awakened,  both  in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  for  the  success  of 
our  mission  in  this  part  of  the  empire,  and  especially  in  our  large  towns. 
We  hail  the  United  Presbyterian  movement  in  London,  which  has  already 
secured  the  erection  of  one  elegant  church  in  a  rising  and  populous  neighbour- 
hood, and  aims  at  the  establishment  of  a  succession  of  new  charges  in  various 
localities  of  the  metropolis,  in  #which  already  honoured  ministers  of  that 
branch  of  our  common  -family  are  hopefully  labouring.  In  the  meantime, 
our  brethren  in  Ireland  are  stirring  on  our  behalf.  There  is  likely  to  be  a 
strong  effort  made  this  season  to  enlist  the  missionary  spirit  of  the  Irish 
Church  to  aid  us  in  the  work  of  holy  aggression  on  the  English  soil,  and  this 
we  cannot  doubt  will  be  accompanied  by  corresponding  action  on  the  part 
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of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  There  is  nothing  more  demonstrable, 
indeed,  than  the  policy  of  such  a  movement,  ai  art  from  higher  considera- 
tions. Give  us  but  a  well-equipped  and  thoroughly  earnest  Presbyterianism 
in  England,  and  especially  in  London,  and  the  effect  on  our  cause  in  Scotland 
and  the  sister  island  will  soon  be  felt.  Every  question  connected  with 
our  common  interests  will  be  invested  with  a  new  importance,  and  it  will 
no  longer  be  possible  to  shove  them  aside,  or  to  supersede  them  by  others 
of  a  damaging  or  insulting  character.  With,  a  large  representation  of  our 
system  in  the  centre  of  British  politics  and  commerce,  we  should  not  have  to 
look  in  vain,  as  we  have  so  often  done,  for  a  metropolitan  platform  from 
which  to  ventilate  topics  of  vital  interest  to  us,  and  of  corresponding  im- 
portance to  the  Church  at  large;  the  Presbyterian  voice  would  be  heard 
as  it  has  not  been  heard  for  two  hundred  years ;  and  our  principles  of 
well-regulated  freedom,  so  beautifully  in  harmony  with  those  of  the  British- 
Constitution,  must  come  to  be  recognised  and  honoured  as  they  deserve 
in  England. 

The  present  year  completes  the  second  centenary  since  the  Bartholomew 
ejections,  when  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  England,  constrained  to  choose 
between  sinful  compliance  with  a  worldly  policy  and  self-sacrificing  duty 
went  forth  from  the  pleasant  bowers  of  an  endowed  Establishment  to  assert 
her  independence,  shrinking  neither  from  the  frown  of  a  persecuting  Court 
nor  the  ribaldry  of  a  profane  and  licentious  age.  This  centenary  return 
of  an  era  of  memorable  fidelity  to  conscience  and  to  principle,  is  about  to 
be  celebrated  in  London  by  the  friendly  gathering  of  men  who  claim  the 
honour  of  ecclesiastical  descent  from  the  Confessors  of  that  time,  and  who 
show  their  filial  relation  to  them  by  the  maintenance  of  their  principles 
in  doctrine,  worship,  discipline,  and  government.  We  look  forward  to 
the  approaching  occasion  with  interest  and  hope,  trusting  that  every 
discordant  note  will  be  hushed,  and  that  full  effect  will  be  given  to  those 
strong  bonds  of  brotherly  affection  which  still  unite  us,  and  which  time 
must  henceforward  constantly  draw  closer,  till  every  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian family  shall  be  united  in  one  wide,  acknowledged,  and  all-embracing 
fraternity. 

That  this  should  be  fully  realised  in  England,  and  even  in  the  British 
Isles,  ere  many  years  are  over,  is  not  a  great  deal  to  desire  or  even  to 
expect.  We  look  forward  hopefully  to  a  wider  sweep  of  brotherly  union 
than  this.  Nay,  we  will  not  despair  of  seeing  ere  long  the  visible  alliance 
of  all  faithful  Presbyterian  Churches  throughout  the  world.  It  may  be 
impossible — perhaps,  not  desirable — that  one  central  government  should 
embrace  them  all.  But  in  these  days  of  rapid  travel  and  facile  communica- 
tion with  the  ends  of  the  earth  we  cannot  help  anticipating  the  possibility 
of  realising  so  intimate  an  alliance  between  all  faithful  Presbyterian 
Churches  as  shall  warrant  the  establishment  of  some  central  council  for 
mutual  encouragement  and  conference,  better  deserving  the  name  of 
oecumenical  than  most  of  those  that  have  been  so  designated. 

Our  English  Church  is  but  a  little  sister  in  the  goodly  Presbyterian 
family,  but  she  is  growing  with  promising  rapidity;  and  we  hope,  ere 
many  years  are  over,  to  see  her  ready  to  take  her  place  with  the  stronger 
members  of  the  household — honoured  not,  it  may  be,  so  much  by  her 
extent  as  by  her  efficiency,  and  by  that  influence  which  her  position,  faithfully 
occupied  and  duly  supported  in  this  great  and  powerful  England,  may  yet 
give  her. 

G.  J.  C.  D. 
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ALTERED.* 

[We  reprint  this  address,  thinking  that  so  calm  an  exposition  of  the  subject  may  be  in- 
teresting to  our  readers  at  the  present  time,  as  bearing  upon  the  question  of  union.] 

There  are  few  questions  of  religious  doctrine  or  ecclesiastical  order  which 
have  produced  more  controversy  among  Presbyterians,  than  those  which  are 
involved  in  the  relations  of  Church  and  State,  as  defined  in  the  20th,  23rd, 
and  31st  chapters  of  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith.  On  the  original 
acceptance  of  that  document  by  the  Old  Church  of  Scotland,  it  was  deemed 
necessary  by  her  to  declare  her  understanding  of  those  chapters,  in  an  adopt- 
ing act.  And  when  at  the  close  of  the  last,  and  commencement  of  the  present 
century,  the  different  branches  of  the  Secession  Church  in  Scotland  began  to 
agitate  the  subject  of  union  among  themselves,  they  found  this  one  of  the 
most  difficult  matters  to  bring  to  a  satisfactory  adjustment.  Does  our  present 
position  of  dis-establishment,  as  regards  State  connection,  require  any  modifica- 
tion of  the  statements  of  our  Confession  regarding  the  magistrate's  relation  to 
the  Church  ?  is  a  question  about  to  press  itself  upon  the  attention  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland.  And  now  we  find  that  the  harmonious  disposal  of  this 
object,  is  the  principal  task  in  which  the  Convention  of  Reformed  Churches 
are  called  upon  to  engage,  .while  seeking  to  lay  a  basis  of  union  for  the  bodies 
they  represent. 

With  these  facts  before  us.  the  inquiry  naturally  suggests  itself,  whence  has 
this  difficulty  arisen  F  Does  it  proceed  from  the  mere  phraseology  of  the  con- 
troverted passages,  or  from  the  nature  of  the  subject  of  which  they  treat  ?  Is 
it  in  their  verbiage  only,  or  in  the  doctrine  which  they  are  designed  to  incul- 
cate? Nor  is  this  a  distinction  without  a  difference.  For  a  statement  mis- 
understood may  convey,  to  the  mind  misapprehending  it,  both  error  and  false- 
hood. And  even  truth  may  be  arrayed  in  a  dress  so  unbecoming,  as  not  to  be 
recognised  by  its  friends.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  difficulties  found  in 
the  statements  of  the  Confession  referred  to,  are  mainly  in  the  subject  itself, 
and  not  in  the  mere  language  ;  in  the  doctrines  taught,  rather  than  in  the 
phraseology  which  is  employed  to  express  them.  The  doctrine  of  the  Con- 
fession, in  the  chapters  to  which  we  are  alluding,  is  either  misunderstood,  or 
being  correctly  apprehended,  is  disbelieved.  We  have  known  individuals  of 
intelligence,  who  have  declared  that  they  really  did  not  know  what  specific 
doctrine  these  passages  were  designed  to  teach  :  and  others,  who  viewed  them 
as  presenting  statements  the  very  opposite  of  those  they  really  express  :  while 
a  third  class  of  commentators  upon  them  have  come  under  our  eye,  who,  while 
they  rightfully  apprehended  the  doctrines  taught,  rejected  them  as,  in  their 
estimation,  at  variance  with  the  rights  of  conscience,  and  the  spiritual  inde- 
pendence of  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  primary  question  then  to  be  determined  here  is,  What  are  the  principles 
exhibited  in  the  articles  of  the  Confession  referred  to  ?  And  the  settlement 
of  this  is  necessary  to  an  enlightened  decision  on  the  other  question,  Does  the 
language  need  amendment  or  explanation  ?  The  first  question,  then,  to  which 
we  propose  to  give  a  brief  consideration  is,  What  are  the  doctrines  taught  in 
those  articles  to  which  exception  is  taken  in  the  20th,  23rd,  and  31st  chapters  of 
the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith  ? 

We  believe  they  are, — 

I.  That  the  civil  magistrate  has  no  control  over  the  human  conscience,  or 
right  to  interfere  in  the  internal  management  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  In  the 
second  section  of  the  20th  chapter,  it  is  declared  that  "God  alone  is  Lord  of 
the  conscience,"  and  this  expression  of  the  great  general  principle  is  designed 

*  Substance  of  an  Address  by  Rev.  Dr.  John  N.  M'Leod,  of  New  York,  before  the 
Convention  of  Reformed  Churches,  on  a  proposition  to  adopt  the  Westminster  Con- 
fession of  Faith,  with  an  Act  explanatory  of  its  statements  concerning  the  Magistrate's 
relations  to  the  Church.    Alleghany,  May  15, 1814. 
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to  control  all  subsequent  references  to  it.  It  declares,  that  for  the  exercise  of 
thought  man  is  accountable  to  God  only ;  and  that,  in  matters  of  religion,  it  is 
his  right  individually  and  socially  to  choose  for  himself  his  faith  and  practice, 
under  his  responsibilities  to  the  divine  law.  This  of  course  absolutely  denies 
to  the  civil  power  any  right  to  prescribe  the  faith,  or  direct  the  religious 
practice  of  the  subject  or  citizen,  who  may  in  other  things  be  under  his  super- 
vision. And  again,  it  is  declared  in  chapter  30,  section  1, — "  The  Lord  Jesus, 
as  King  and  Head  of  his  Church,  hath  therein  appointed  a  government,  in  the 
hand  of  church  officers,  distinct  from  the  civil  magistrate."  This  asserts  the 
great  principle  of  the  spiritual  independence  of  the  Church  of  Christ  under 
the  government  of  her  own  officers,  and  rejects  all  right  of  interference,  on  the 
part  of  the  magistrate,  in  the  regulation  of  her  internal  interests.  And  in 
perfect  accordance  with  this  is  the  assertion  in  the  23rd  chapter,  section  3rd, 
"that  the  civil  magistrate  may  not  assume  to  himself  the  power  of  the  keys  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  " — an  expression  which  comprehends  all  exercise  of 
Church  power.  The  doctrine  of  the  Confession,  as  expressed  in  these  passages, 
then,  is,  "  that  the  magistratical  office  is  civil  and  political,  and  altogether  ex- 
terior to  the  Church,  and  that  the  magistrate  is,  under  no  pretence,  to  enter 
within  the  sacred  enclosure  of  Zion,  and  interfere  with  her  doctrine,  her 
government,  her  worship,  or  her  order.  By  consistent  Presbyterians  these 
principles  have  been  always  recognised  as  lying  at  the  very  foundation  of  the 
temple  of  civil  and  religious  freedom,  and  in  their  maintenance  thousands  of 
holy  martyrs  shed  their  blood  upon  the  high  places  of  the  field.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  these  principles  are  admitted  by  all  the  members  of  this  Convention, 
and  that  it  is  admitted  further,  that  they  are  asserted  in  those  chapters  of  the 
Confession  which  have  been  quoted.  If,  then,  it  is  proposed  to  reject  or  amend 
those  sections  to  which  exception  is  taken,  it  must  be  on  the  ground  of  some 
inconsistency  or  contradiction  between  them  and  the  others.  That  no  such 
contradiction  really  exists,  we  shall  presently  endeavour  to  show.  And  observe, 
that  it  is  taught  in  the  chapters  of  the  Confession  already  quoted, 

II.  That  there  are  certain  offences  ai/ainst  the  laiv  of  God  and  the  order  of 
socitty,  for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  wh'ich  Church  and  State — the 
ecclesiastical  and  civil  power — have  a  concurrent  jurisdiction.  This,  we  appre- 
hend, is  the  doctrine  taught  in  the  20th  chapter,  section  4th,  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  amend.  This  section  forms  a  part  of  the  chapter  on  Liberty  of  Con- 
science, and  this  is  the  subject  of  the  entire  chapter.  The  doctrine  is  liable  to 
abuse,  and  therefore  the  specifications  of  the  3rd  and  4th  sections  are  intro- 
duced. To  understand  both  they  must  be  viewed  in  connection,  and  they 
mutually  explain  each  other.  The  4th  section  is  as  follows : — "  And  because 
the  powers  which  God  has  ordained,  and  the  liberty  which  Christ  has  purchased, 
are  not  intended  by  God  to  destroy,  but  mutually  to  uphold  and  preserve  one 
another,  they  who,  upon  pretence  of  Christian  liberty,  shall  oppose  any  lawful 
power,  or  the  lawful  exercise  thereof,  whether  it  be  civil  or  ecclesiastical,  re- 
sist the  ordinance  of  God.  And  for  the  publishing  of  such  opinions,  or  the 
maintaining  of  such  practices  as  are  contrary  to  the  light  of  nature,  or  to  the 
known  principles  of  Christianity,  whether  concerning  faith,  worship,  or  con- 
versation ;  or  to  the  power  of  godliness  ;  or  such  erroneous  opinions  or  practices 
as  either  in  their  own  nature,  or  in  the  manner  of  publishing  or  maintaining 
them,  are  destructive  to  the  external  peace  and  order  which  Christ  has  esta- 
blished in  his  Church  ; — they  may  be  lawfully  called  to  account  and  proceeded 
against,  by  the  censures  of  the  Church,  and  by  the  power  of  the  civil  magistrate." 
Here  is  first  a  reference  to  "  powers  ordained  of  God,"  and  Christian  liberty  of 
conscience,  which  are  said  to  be  mutual  supports  of  each  other.  And  these 
powers  are  subsequently  stated  to  be  "  civil  or  ecclesiastical,"  to  oppose  which 
in  their  lawful  exercise  is  "to  resist  the  ordinance  of  God."  Then  follow 
certain  specifications  of  what  constitutes  criminal  resistance  to  lawful  power, 
and  these  are  of  a  two-fold  character:  first,  those  which  concern  "faith, 
worship,  or  conversation,  or  the  power  of  godliness ;"  and  second,  such  erroneous 
opinions  or  practices  as  are  destructive  to  the  external  peace  and  order  which 
Christ  has  established  in  his  Church."    Of  the  offenders  in  both  or  either  of 
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these  particulars,  it  is  added  in  conclusion,  "that  they  may  lawfully  be  called 
to  account,  and  proceeded  against  by  the  censures  of  the  Church,  and  by  the 
power  of  the  civil  magistrate."  The  plain  meaning  of  this  concise  and  com- 
prehensive statement  would  seem  to  be  this  :  Liberty  of  conscience  is  the  right 
of  all.  But  no  individual  is  permitted  to  abuse  it,  by  maintaining  opinions  or 
practices  at  variance  with  sound  morals  or  Christian  truth  ;  or  destructive  to 
the  external  peace  or  order  of  society.  And  if  he  does  so  abuse  it,  he  may  be 
punished  by  the  competent  authority.  In  this  section  men  are  viewed  in  all 
their  relations  to  Church  and  State.  There  are  some  offences  which  they  may 
commit  of  which  the  Church  exclusively  has  cognizance,  and  is  competent  to 
punish.  Others,  on  which  it  is  the  province  of  the  State  only,  to  take  order. 
And  again,  a  third  class,  over  which  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  authorities  have 
a  concurrent  jurisdiction.  Suppose,  for  example,  an  individual  is  a  member  of 
the  Church,  and  a  citizen  of  the  State.  He  imbibes  and  maintains  dangerous 
error,  in  opposition  to  the  religious  creed  which  he  has  professed  to  receive,  and 
the  church  proceeds  against  him  with  her  censures.  But  here  the  civil  magis- 
trate is  not  to  interfere,  for  he  does  not  possess  the  power  of  the  keys,"  and 
the  offence  is  one  exclusively  of  ecclesiastical  cognizance.  And  again,  in  all 
well  ordered  states  there  are  laws  prohibitory  of  the  publication  and  sale 
of  immoral,  obscene,  and  blasphemous  books.  "We  have  recently  read  of  the 
fine  and  imprisonment  of  an  individual  in  England  for  vending  the  works  of 
Thomas  Paine,  and  other  infidels  ;  and  the  apprehension  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, under  the  statute  covering  the  premises,  of  a  person  who  was  engaged 
in  selling  a  translation  of  the  impure  theology  of  Dens,  in  his  chapter  on  the 
Confessional.  Suppose  an  individual  is  thus  engaged  in  violation  of  wholesome 
law.  He  is  not  a  member  of  the  Church,  and  of  course  is  not  the  subject  of 
her  discipline,  which  does  not  extend  to  those  who  are  without.  But  he  has 
broken  the  salutary  laws  of  the  nation  or  commonwealth,  and  is  punished  ac- 
cordingly. But  suppose  again,  the  offence  is  a  public  immorality.  A  violation 
of  the  eighth  commandment,  by  theft  or  fraud ;  or  of  the  ninth,  by  perjury. 
The  violator  is  a  member  of  the  Church  as  well  as  a  citizen  of  the  State.  Here 
both  Church  and  State  have  jurisdiction.  The  Church  disciplines  by  her 
censures,  and  the  State  punishes  by  its  civil  pains  and  penalties.  In  the  case 
first  mentioned,  the  Church  dispenses  her  discipline  alone ;  in  the  second, 
the  State  exclusively  corrects  the  offence ;  but  in  the  third  both  act  in 
their  proper  spheres,  to  punish  the  crime  committed,  and  in  neither 
does  the  abused  plea  of  liberty  of  conscience  avail  to  secure  impunity  to  the 
transgressor.  Nor  is  there  any  confounding  of  the  proper  distinctions  of 
Church  and  State  in  the  exercise  of  this  concurrent  power,  for  the  well-being 
of  the  community.  Both  move  on  in  parallel  lines  doing  their  duty,  and  pro- 
moting the  good  of  man  and  the  glory  of  God.  This  we  believe  is  the  doctrine 
of  the  passage  excepted  to,  when  taken  in  its  proper  connection.  Let  the 
ordinary  laws  of  exegesis,  as  applicable  to  such  documents,  be  applied.  Let 
the  statements  of  this  section  be  examined  in  the  light  which  the  other  sections 
of  the  same,  and  the  various  sections  of  the  kindred  chapters  throw  upon  it, 
and  it  would  seem  that  it  ought  not  to  be  misunderstood.  There  exists  there- 
fore, if  our  exposition  be  correct,  no  inconsistency  or  contradiction  between 
the  statements  of  the  20ih  chapter,  and  those  quoted  from  the  23rd  and  30th. 
"When  the  offence  committed  is  exclusively  one  of  ecclesiastical  cognizance  it 
is  proceeded  against  by  the  power  of  the  Church.  When  it  is  one  over 
which  the  civil  magistrate  has  the  sole  control,  it  is  punished  by  him  only ; 
and  when  it  is  complex,  the  jurisdiction  of  both  is  concurrent.  The  20th 
chapter  of  the  Confession  is  not  treating  formally  either  of  the  civil  or  eccle- 
siastical authorities,  and  of  course  a  minute  distribution  of  their  respective 
powers  was  not  designed  to  be  made  in  it.  Its  subject  is  "  Liberty  of  Con- 
science," in  preventing  the  abuses  of  which  both  Church  and  State  are  required 
to  act  in  their  proper  spheres. 

III.  A  third  doctrine  which  we  understand  to  be  taught  in  the  controverted 
passages  of  the  Confession  is,  that  the  civil  magistrate  as  such  in  his  appro- 
priate place  has  something  to  do  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  religion  of 
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Jesus  Christ,  and  in  sustaining  the  existence  and  liberty  of  his  Church.  The 
Church  and  the  State  are  two  grand  institutions  appointed  by  God  for  the 
good  of  man  and  the  promotion  of  his  own  glory,  and  they  are  required 
mutually  to  recognise  one  another,  and  to  act  in  harmony  for  the  advancement 
of  these  ends.    This  would  seem  to  be  the  pervading  principle  of  the  23rd  and 
31st  chapters  of  the  Confession,  and  in  defining  the  meaning  of  their  different 
sections,  this  should  be  distinctly  kept  in  mind.    Thus  it  is  affirmed  in  the 
23rd  chapter,  section  1st,  "  God,  the  supreme  Lord  and  King  of  all,  hath 
ordained  civil  magistrates  to  be,  under  him,  over  the  people,  for  his  own  glory 
and  the  public  good."    And  again,  section  2nd,  "It  is  lawful  for  Christians  to 
accept  the  office  of  a  magistrate  when  called  thereunto."  And  again,  section  3rd, 
"  The  civil  magistrate  may  not  assume  to  himself  the  power  of  the  keys  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven."    And  further,  chapter  31st,  section  2nd,  "  Magistrates 
may  lawfully  call  a  synod  of  ministers  and  other  fit  persons,  to  consult  and 
advise  with  about  matters  of  religion."    The  principle  of  these  chapters  which 
we  understand  to  be  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  magistrate  to  promote 
the  religion  of  the  people  and  advance  the  interests  of  the  Church  of  Cnrist, 
has  been  denied.    And  it  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  some  of  the  strongest 
opposition  which  it  has  received  in  modern  times,  has  come  from  those  com- 
munities in  Britain  and  Ireland  which  have  rejected  those  passages  of  the 
Confession  of  Faith  which  are  now  the  subject  of  controversy.    When  on  a 
visit  to  the  countries  just  referred  to,  some  three  years  since,  and  when  what 
is  called  the  voluntary  controversy  was  at  its  height,  we  repeatedly  heard 
intelligent  men  affirming  that  the  "  magistrate  has  nothing  to  do  with  religion  " 
— "  that  no  governmental  recognition  of  Christianity  ought  to  be  made  " — "  and 
that  the  power  of  States  is  xoholly  temporal,  and  respects  only  the  secular 
interests  of  society."    In  reference  to  such  remarks,  we  would  sometimes  say, 
"  Your  voluntaryism  is  not  that  of  the  United  States,  for  it  is  generally  lamented 
among  discerning  Christians  there,  that  there  is  not  a  sufficient  infusion  of 
Christianity  into  our  institutions,  and  that  the  Government  does  not  do  enough 
to  promote  the  interests  of  religion.    And  yet  there  is  distinct  governmental 
recognition  of  Christianity  in  a  variety  of  important  modes."    As  an  example 
of  this,  reference  was  made  to  the  acts  of  our  public  functionaries,  State  and 
Federal,  in  calling  the  community  to  the  exercise  of  fasting,  thanksgiving,  and 
prayer ;  in  appointing  and  paying  chaplains  for  both  houses  of  Congress,  the 
State  legislatures,  the  army,  navy,  prisons  and  hospitals ;  the  making  and 
enforcing  laws  for  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  ;  and  the  appointment  of  the 
Bible  as  text-book  of  instruction  in  the  common  schools.    To  this  the  reply 
would  frequently  be,  "  This  is  all  wrong,  and  will  end  in  a  national  establish- 
ment of  religion."    To  this  the  answer  would  sometimes  be,  that  we  believed 
such  a  position  directly  involved  national  infidelity,  and  that  there  was  a  middle 
ground  between  that  ruinous  issue  of  bad  principles  of  social  order,  and  the 
governmental  establishment  of  a  particular  religious  sect,  which  never  can  be 
made  without  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  those  who  must  remain  "  dissenters." 
That  middle  ground  between  these  two  opposite  extremes  is,  the  recognition  by 
all  departments  of  Government  of  the  authority  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Prince 
of  the  kings  of  the  earth — the  acceptance  of  his  law  as  the  rule  of  official 
administration,  so  for  as  applicable  to  the  affairs  of  State  ;  and  the  support  of 
the  common  Christianity,  so  far  as  is  compatible  with  the  rights  of  conscience. 
We  have  made  this  allusion  to  the  voluntary  controversy  in  which  the  members 
of  the  United  Secession  church  in  Scotland  and  elsewhere,  took  so  prominent 
a  part,  not  to  convey  the  idea,  that  the  extreme  opinions  referred  to  were 
universally  adopted  by  those  who  favoured  the  voluntary  principle,  but  simply 
to  illustrate  our  position,  and  show  the  danger  of  relaxing  any  of  those  restraints 
which  our  excellent  Confession  throws  around  the  public  mind  and  conscience, 
on  the  momentous  subjects  referred  to. 

We  return,  then,  to  the  statement  that  the  doctrine  of  our  Confession,  as  we 
understand,  is,  that  the  civil  magistrate  has  much  to  do  with  the  religion  and 
church  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  while  in  acting  about  sacred  things,  he  is  not 
to  interfere  with  the  doctrine,  worship,  government,  or  order  of  the  church,  he 


72         THE  WESTMINSTER  CONFESSION  EXPLAINED,  NOT  ALTEBED. 


is  bound  to  give  her  all  encouragement  consistent  with  his  office,  in  preparing 
immortal  man  for  the  world  to  come,  as  well  as  in  promoting  their  best  interests 
as  regards  the  present  life.  "  Godliness  is  profitable  for  the  life  that  now  is, 
and  that  which  is  to  come."  It  is  a  happy  consideration,  that  there  is  so  much 
harmony  on  this  subject  among  all  the  bodies  represented  in  the  Convention. 
This  appears  from  their  own  statements  presented  in  the  Testimonies  of  the 
Associate  and  Reformed  Presbyterian  Churches,  and  with  much  distinctness  in 
the  declaration  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  introduced  as  new  matter 
into  the  third  section  of  the  23rd  chapter  of  the  Confession,  and  which  is  as 
follows : — "  As  the  Gospel  revelation  lays  indispensable  obligations  upon  all 
classes  of  people  who  are  favoured  with  it,  ■magistrates  as  such,  are  bound  to 
execute  their  respective  offices  in  a  subserviency  thereto,  administering  govern- 
ment on  Christian  principles,  and  ruling  in  the  fear  of  God,  according  to  the 
directions  of  his  word,  as  those  who  shall  give  an  account  to  the  Lord  Jesus, 
whom  God  has  appointed  to  be  the  judge  of  the  world.  Hence  magistrates  as 
such,  in  a  Christian  country,  are  bound  to  promote  the  Christian  religion  as  the 
most  valuable  interest  of  their  subjects,  by  all  such  means  as  are  not  incon- 
sistent with  civil  rights,  and  do  not  imply  an  interference  with  the  polity  of  the 
church,  which  is  the  free  and  independent  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer,  nor  an 
assumption  of  dominion  over  the  rights  of  conscience."  To  this  we  heartily 
subscribe  as  a  lucid  exhibition  of  the  truth  upon  the  subject,  though  we  would 
have  preferred  to  see  it  in  another  place. 

Assuming,  then,  that  the  general  doctrine  of  the  Confession,  in  the  23rd  and 
31st  chapters  taken  as  a  whole,  is  as  already  stated,  the  question  presents 
itself,  Is  there  any  inconsistency  with  that  doctrine  or  with  others  of  its  state- 
ments on  the  same  subject,  in  (he  passages  which  it  is  proposed  to  amend  ? 
Taken  in  their  connection  they  are  as  follows : — See  Conf.  chap.  23,  sec.  3 ; 
chap.  31,  sec.  2. 

To  the  first  clause  of  section  3rd,  chapter  23rd,  no  objection  is  made.  It 
stands  as  affirming  the  great  truth  of  the  spiritual  independence  of  the  church 
of  the  Redeemer,  and  forbids  all  civil  interference  with  her,  in  the  settlement 
or  exhibition  of  her  doctrine,  and  the  administration  of  her  government  and 
discipline.  To  the  succeeding  clauses,  however,  various  objections  have  been 
made,  and  the  sum  of  them  all  is,  that  they  invest  the  magistrate  with  unwar- 
ranted power  in  and  over  the  church,  and  in  matters  exclusively  spiritual. 
That  they  involve  the  principle  of  Erastianism,  or  at  least  have  an  Erastian 
taint.  This  is  substantially  a  charge  of  both  error  and  inconsistency.  For  if 
the  first  clause  denies  what  the  subsequent  ones  allow,  there  is  necessarily  self- 
contradiction.  Before  we  are  prepared  to  admit  this  charge  against  the  men  of 
the  Westminster  Assenibty  and  of  subsequent  times,  who  formed  and  have 
adopted  these  statements,  we  will  seek  sonie,  other  explanation  of  the  difficulty. 
We  know  that  they  who  framed  these  articles  were  imperfect  men,  and  that 
they  were  surrounded  by  perplexing  difficulties,  and  we  are  disposed  to  make 
all  becoming  allowances  for  the  times  and  circumstances  in  which  they  lived 
and  acted.  But  we  know,  too,  that  they  were  intellectual,  and  learned,  and 
prayerful,  and  fearless,  and  that  they  were  acting  under  all  the  mental  stimu- 
lants of  their  mind-arousing  day.  They  knew  what  they  said,  and  whereof 
they  affirmed.  We  believe  the  explanation  of  the  difficulty  lies  in  this  single 
statement :  these  sections  of  the  Confession  contain  a  proviso  for  extraordinary 
cases.  This-  appears  for  the  three  following  reasons :  1.  The  times  and  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  Westminster  Confession  was  formed  and  originally 
adopted,  were  peculiar  and  extraordinary.  The  whole  British  empire  was  in  a 
state  of  revolution.  The  friends  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  were  contending 
for  the  mastery  with  the  supporters  and  minions  of  the  ancient  despotism,  both 
in  Church  and  State.  The  best  minds  in  the  nation  were  engaged  in  suggesting 
and  trying  great  expedients  for  composing  and  settling  the  agitations  of  society ; 
and  one  prominent  feature  of  the  necessities  of  the  times  was,  that  the  friends 
of  truth  and  order  were  compelled  to  call  in  the  aid,  and  act  under  the  counte- 
nance of  the  civil  authority,  without  whose  protection  they  would  have  been 
crushed  by  their  opponents,  and  their  schemes  of  reformation  rendered  entirely 
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abortive.  Such  was  the  case  in  regard  to  the  Westminster  Assembly  itself. 
It  was  one  of  the  grand  experiments  of  the  age  for  composing  the  storm  of 
civil  and  religious  commotion,  and  without  the  protection  of  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment by  which  it  was  called,  it  could  not  have  met  or  transacted  its  momentous 
business.  It  is  natural,  then,  to  suppose  that  in  settling  a  system  of  doctrine 
and  order  for  the  church,  the  compilers  of  the  Confession  would  have  their 
eye  on  their  own  extraordinary  times,  and  make  provision  for  such  in  the  stan- 
dards they  were  forming.  Similar,  or  equally  extraordinary  times  might  occur 
again.  It  is  a  principle  laid  down  in  their  own  book  of  discipline,  that  "  in 
extraordinary  cases  extraordinary  things  may  be  done."  To  extraordinary 
times  and  circumstances,  reference  is  had  in  the  obnoxious  sections  of  the  Con- 
fession.   And  again : — 

2.  The  very  statements  of  the  clauses  referred  to  in  the  23rd  and  31st 
chapters  indicate  an  unsettled  and  very  peculiar  state  of  society.  It  is 
one  in  which  the  unity  and  peace  of  the  Church  is  threatened  or  lost ;  when 
the  purity  and  integrity  of  the  truth  of  God  are  assailed  ;  when  blas- 
phemies and  heresies,  and  corruptions  in  worship  and  discipline  are 
sought  to  be  prevented  or  reformed,  and  when,  moreover,  the  peace  and 
order  of  civil  society  are  interrupted  and  endangered.  In  such  a  state  of 
things  as  this,  and  when  perhaps  there  is  no  other  adequate  authority 
to  meet  the  case,  then  it  is  the  duty  of  the  magistrate  "to  take  order 
in  the  matter."  And  how  is  he  to  do  this?  It  is  by  "calling  synods," 
and  being  present  at  them,  as  the  31st  chapter  says,  "to  consult  and 
advise  with  them  on  the  subject  of  religion."  In  an  ordinary,  settled, 
peaceful  condition  of  society  no  such  duty  would  be  required  of  the  magistrate. 
But  again, — 

3.  That  such  extraordinary  times  and  circumstances  were  intended  to 
be  provided  for,  is  proved  from  the  exposition  given  of  the  passages  referred 
to,  by  the  old  Church  of  Scotland.  In  her  adopting  act,  passed  August 
27th,  1647,  the  following  language  is  employed,  "  It  is  further  declared 
that  the  Assembly  understandeth  some  parts  of  the  second  article  of  the 
thirty-first  chapter  of  kirks  not  settled,  or  constituted  in  point  of  govern- 
ment," &c.  The  immediate  references  here  are  to  the  31st  chapter,  though 
it  looks  back  to,  and  is  to  some  degree  explanatory  of  the  23rd.  And  in 
regard  to  these  calls  of  synod  by  the  civil  magistrate,  to  take  order  about 
religious  things,  the  declaration  of  the  Church  is,  that  she  "understandeth 
such  only  of  Kirks  not  constituted,"  and  she  restricts  the  whole  intercourse 
of  the  magistrate  with  such  synods  to  "  advice  and  consultation."  Perhaps 
when  these  sections  of  the  Confession  came  up  for  adoption  before  the  General 
Assembly  at  Edinburgh,  in  1617,  some  may  have  offered  their  objections 
to  them  as  liable  to  be  construed  so  as  to  give  the  magistrate  unwarranted 
power  over  the  Church,  and  in  matters  of  religion.  But  there  were  men 
there  from  the  Westminster  Assembly  itself  to  explain  their  design  and 
intention  as  referring  to  extraordinary  cases.  The  Assembly  submits, 
and  regarding  the  statements  as  provisoes  for  extraordinary  times  and  cir- 
cumstances, they  are  permitted  to  remain  as  they  came  from  the  hands  of 
their  original  framers.  Viewed  in  this  light  we  find  no  difficulty  in  the 
explanation  of  these  passages  according  to  the  Word  of  God,  and  correct 
views  of  civil  and  ecclesiastical  society.  Thus,  then,  we  might  read 
the  obnoxious  clauses,  Confession,  chap.  23,  sec.  -1 : — "  He  "  (the  magistrate), 
in  an  unsettled  state  of  society,  and  in  times  of  great  emergency,  "hath 
authority,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  take  order  that  unity  and  peace  may  be 
preserved  in  the  Church,"  &c.  And  how  is  this  order  to  be  taken '.  The 
next  clause  specifies,  by  calling  synods.  The  language  is,  "  for  the  better 
effecting  of  which  he  hath  power  to  call  synods."  That  is,  for  the  effecting 
of  this  object  in  a  better  way  than  by  the  direct  exercise  of  his  own  authority, 
which  is  inadmissible  in  the  premises,  "  he  hath  power  to  call  synods  and 
be  present  at  them."  And  for  what  purpose  is  he  to  be  present  ?  Let  the 
Confession  explain  itself,  chap.  31,  sec.  1: — "Magistrates  may  lawfully  call 
a  synod  of  ministers  and  other  fit  persons  to  consult  and  advise  with  about 
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matters  of  religion."  He  is  present  to  give  and  receive  advice  and  counsel; 
and  we  may  add,  to  throw  the  shield  of  his  protection  over  the  members 
when  in  danger  of  external  violence.  And  it  is  thus  that  he  provides  "  that 
all  things  be  done  in  conformity  with  the  mind  of  God,"  whose  "  minister 
he  is  for  good  to  man"  in  all  relations  of  life.  That  there  are  two  kinds 
of  synod  referred  to  in  these  chapters  would  seem  to  be  evident, — the  ordinary 
ecclesiastical  assembly  of  the  Church,  and  the  extraordinary  convocation 
like  the  Westminster  Assembly.  It  is  to  the  latter  description  that  reference 
is  mainly  had.  But  whether  it  be  to  the  one  or  the  other,  the  magistrate's 
call  of  them  is  only  in  extraordinary  times,  and  his  power  does  not  extend 
beyond  advice  and  consultation,  so  long  as  they  confine  themselves  to  re- 
ligious matters,  and  do  not  violate  the  public  peace  by  disorderly  behaviour. 
We  therefore  say, 

IV.  That  it  is  a  doctrine  of  the  Confession  that  in  extraordinary  times  and 
circumstances  the  civil  magistrate  may  convene  ecclesiastical  or  mixed  as- 
semblies for  purposes  of  advice  and  consultation,  and  to  enable  them  under 
the  shield  of  his  protection  to  act  fur  the  good  of  the  Church,  and  the  well-being 
of  general  society.  Thus,  then,  as  it  would  seem  to  us,  we  have  the  whole 
doctrine  of  the  Confession  before  us.  If  any  individual  rejects  any  of  the 
four  specifications  we  have  made,  in  his  estimation  the  Confession  will 
need  an  alteration.  But,  if  he  embraces  the  whole  doctrine  on  the 
subject,  we  apprehend  he  will  find  it  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  incorporate 
a  more  satisfactory  statement,  without  multiplying  sections,  and  ampli- 
fying language  and  explanations,  to  a  degree  unbecoming  the  character 
of  a  document  of  its  description,  and  themselves  requiring  as  much 
explanation  as  the  statements  it  is  designed  to  improve.  For  ourselves, 
believing  as  we  do  the  whole  doctrine  which  is  understood  to  be  taught, 
we  are  content  to  allow  the  text  of  this  venerable  public  formulary  to  re- 
main unaltered. 

While,  however,  we  assume  this  position,  it  is  readily  admitted  that  an 
explanation  of  the  controverted  articles  of  the  Confession  is  desirable. 
The  language  in  which  the  sentiment  is  couched,  is  sometimes  strong,  and 
also  somewhat  unusual,  because  the  peculiar  times  and  circumstances  to 
which  it  refers  are  happily  unknown  to  us  in  the  comparatively  settled 
state  of  society  in  which  we  live.  It  is  the  fact,  too,  that  there  exists  ex- 
tensively a  conscientious  difference  of  opinion  among  many  who  love  the 
doctrines  of  the  Confession  as  to  the  true .  import  of  its  controverted 
passages.  And  this  is  a  sufficient  reason,  were  there  no  other,  for  a  distinct 
explanation  inserted  in  its  proper  place.  Some  explanation,  too,  has  been 
made,  more  or  less  directly,  by  all  the  various  bodies  represented  in  the 
Convention,  either  in  connection  with  the  Confession  itself,  or  in  their 
other  subordinate  standards  of  doctrine  and  order ;  and  common  sense 
and  Christian  candour  require  that  the  creed  of  the  Church  should  be 
made  as  intelligible  as  possible,  so  that  men  in  subscribing  it  may  dis- 
tinctly understand  what  they  are  required  to  believe.  To  this  Convention 
this  has  now  become  a  great  practical  question,  upon  the  decision  of  which 
their  future  progress  towards  the  consummation  of  the  union  of  Churches 
to  a  very  great  degree  depends.  At  their  last  meeting  they  were  nearly 
equally  divided  on  the  question  of  altering  or  explaining  the  Confession ; 
and  on  the  submission  of  the  report  of  their  proceedings  to  their  respective 
churches,  the  result  appears  to  be  that  an  equal  diversity  of  sentiment  exists 
among  them.  Some  are  found  declaring  that  neither  amendment  nor  ex- 
planation is  necessary,  while  others  demand  alteration  and  expunction. 
There  would  seem  to  be  comparatively  little  diversity  of  opinion  as  regards 
the  doctrine  which  ought  to  be  maintained  on  the  subject  of  the  magis- 
trate's power  about  sacred  things,  and  which  is  that  his  office  is  wholly 
civil  and  political,  exterior  to  the  Church,  never  to  be  employed  in  any 
interference  with  her  spiritual  jurisdiction,  and  that  when  in  great  emer- 
gencies he  convenes  the  ordinary  or  the  special  synod,  it  is  entirely  for 
advice  and  consultation,  and  to  give  them  the  shield  of  his  protection, 
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while  they  transact  their  own  business  for  the  common  good.  Cannot 
then  the  friends  of  the  Westminster  Confession,  and  of  the  union  of  the 
divided  Church,  adopt  a  concise  yet  distinct  announcement  of  the  faith 
which  they  hold  on' this  subject,  and  thus  terminate  the  controversy:' 
We  trust  that  such  statement  is  attainable.  Let  it  be  made  in  the  form 
of  an  act  explanatory  of  their  principles  on  the  subjects  treated  of  in 
the  20th,  23rd,  and  31st  chapters  of  the  Confession,  and  let  this  be  pre- 
fixed to  the  document  itself.  We  are  willing  to  construct  this  act  ex- 
planatory of  the  articles  on  this  subject  contained  in  the  23rd  and  31st 
chapters  of  the  constitution  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  and  thus 
retain  their  views,  while  we  only  change  their  location.  To  those  who 
regard  all  explanation  or  amendment  as  unnecessary  this  should  give 
no  offence,  for  it  does  not  impugn  the  integrity  of  the  Confession, 
or  cast  any  reflections  on  its  original  framers  or  subsequent  supporters. 
And  by  those  who  seek  an  alteration  of  the  text  it  ought  not  to  be 
heedlessly  rejected,  for  in  it  their  own  object  will  be  substantially 
accomplished,  and  in  a  form  less  objectionable  than  that  proposed  by 
themselves. 

It  is  due  to  the  cause  of  God  in  their  hands,  and  to  their  own  self- 
respect  as  .a  body  entrusted  by  the  Churches  with  the  great  object  of 
promoting  their  vinity  in  peace,  that  this  Convention  endeavour  to  carry 
along  with  them  the  many  excellent  Christians  who  are  contending  in 
the  spirit  of  love  for  an  unaltered  Confession,  and  who  would  be  willing 
to  join  with  the  advocates  of  amendment  in  asserting  the  same  truth 
with  themselves  in  another  form.  Our  proposition,  then,  is,  that  it  be 
ascertained  through  the  medium  of  a  competent  committee,  whose  report 
shall  be  acted  upon  at  the  present  sessions  of  the  Convention,  whether 
or  not  there  is  agreement  as  to  the  doctrine  maintained  on  the  subjects 
referred  to ;  and  this  agreement  being  ascertained,  let  a  concise  declaration 
of  it  be  made,  in  the  form  of  an  act  explanatory  to  be  prefixed  to  the 
Westminster  Confession.  This  will  exhibit  the  truth,  and  furnish  an  au- 
thorised commentary  for  all  who  consider  it  necessary,  on  the  terms  of  the 
statute  itself. 

We  have  no  superstitious  veneration  for  the  men  or  the  deeds  of  the 
past,  however  excellent,  though  we  would  desire  to  cherish  the  memory 
of  both  with  gratitude  and  love.  Every  thing  merely  human  is  imper- 
fect and  capable  of  amendment.  But  let  the  Church  before  she  touches 
her  ancient  creed  be  sure  that  she  is  about  to  improve  it.  We  love  to 
contemplate  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  as  it  came  from  the 
hands  of  its  original  framers.  It  is  the  great  banner  under  which  the 
battle  of  the  truth  against  Erastianism,  and  all  other  encroachments  on 
the  rights  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  spiritual  independence  _of  the  Church, 
purchased  by  his  blood,  has  been  fought  successfully  for  the  two  cen- 
turies past.  .Adapted  in  its  pregnant  and  comprehensive  statements,  to 
various  times,  localities,  and  conditions  of  society,  it  is  at  this  moment 
a  bond  of  union  to  a  larger  number  of  Protestant  Christians  on  the 
earth,  than  any  other  similar  document.  Let  it  stand  in  its  integrity, 
until  the  light  of  the  Millennium  exhibits  its  defects,  as  well  as  displays 
its  excellences.  We  lay  the  proposition  for  adopting  the  Confession  with 
an  act  explanatory  prefixed,  as  a  peace-offering  on  the  table  of  the 
Convention. 
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SUPERSTITION. 

There  is,  unquestionably,  a  peculiar  ad- 
aptability in  the  human  mind  to  super- 
stitious notions  of  the  most  absurd,  fanci- 
ful, and  unreasonable  nature.  The  religious 
sense  in  man,  which  requires  something 
supernatural,  and  beyond  the  common 
routine  of  life,  is  the  foundation  of  this, 
although  it  must  be  admitted  it  is  an  un- 
cultivated religious  sense,  which  can  only 
be  regulated  and  educated  by  Divine  revela- 
tion. It  is  curious  to  know"  that  most  of 
the  vulgar  superstitions  are  of  great  anti- 
quity. They  may  be  traced  back  to  every 
nation  of  heathenism,  in  which  a  longing 
for  the  supernatural,  without  proper  checks, 
has  left  every  man's  imagination  free  to  con- 
ceive and  invent  the  marvellous.  The  heathen 
origin  of  such  superstitions  has  not  pre- 
vented their  transmission  to  Christian  na- 
tions, and  yet  finding  believers  only  among 
the  uninstructed  and  uncbristianised  ;  for  in 
every  nation  which  has  received  the  light  of 
the  Gospel,  there  are  multitudes  that  are  no 
more  enlightened  than  the  heathen.  Witch- 
craft, necromancy,  astrology,  geomancy, 
auguries,  and  such  like,  were  familiar  to  the 
faith  of  the  ancients,  and  are  not  now  fully 
exploded.  In  all  cases  they  constitute  an 
oppressive  yoke,  to  which  it  is  singular  men 
are  willing  to  subject  themselves.  How 
many  are  rendered  uneasy  and  unhappy  by 
such  figments  of  the  fancy,  who  might  re- 
lieve themselves  by  resorting  to  the  "  more 
sure  word  of  prophecy."  It  is  remarkable, 
however,  that  many  who  have  little  con- 
fidence in  the  teachings  of  God's  word,  can 
readily  credit  a  juggle,  a  dream,  or  some 
mere  notional  error.  They  can  be  sensibly 
startled  in  the  prospect  of  ill-luck,  by  the 
spilling  of  salt,  or  by  a  dream  of  a  peculiar 
character,  and  yet  have  no  inclination  to 
seek  relief  in  all  adversities  where  God  tells 
them  it  may  be  found.  Superstition  is  ex- 
ceedingly annoying  to  those  under  its  in- 
fluence. A  cock  crowing  at  an  unseasonable 
time,  a  cricket  clicking,  the  crack  of  a  piece 
of  warping  furniture,  the  appearance  of  a 
meteor,  and  such  -<ike,  will  fill  them  with 
alarms.  (Such  people  will  tremble  if  they 
are  compelled  to  turn  back,  after  setting  out 
on  a  journey,  and  wouldon.no  consideration 
commence  one  on  Friday.  They  have  lucky 
and  unlucky  days  for  marriage,  and  a  hun- 
dred other  things.  A  horse-shoe  nailed  to 
the  sill  of  a  door,  keeps  out  witches,  and  an 
amulet  in  the  pocket  wards  off  disease.  The 


Romans  had  innumerable  auguries  by  which, 
silly  as  they  were,  the  most  important  trans- 
actions of  life  were  controlled.  They  had 
their  sortes  Virgilianae,  by  which  they  de- 
termined character  and  destiny  by  the 
passage  in  the  poet  on  which  their  eye 
might  first  chance  to  alight ;  and  even  in  a 
Christian  land,  the  same  resort  is  often  irreve- 
rently had  to  the  word  of  God. 

These  vulgar  and  superstitious  notions 
may  be  numbered  by  the  hundred,  and  those 
who  are  [credulous  enough  to  confide  in 
them,  as  may  readily  be  conceived,  subject 
themselves  to  a  thousand  fears  and  disap- 
pointments. It  is  therefore  unwise,  as  well 
as  criminal,  to  look  to  such  blundering  in- 
dications for  a  rule  of  duty.  It  is  to  reject 
the  sure  counsel  of  God  for  a  bundle  of 
fables,  and  to  rely  upon  the  most  uncertain 
and  fallible  prognostics,  rather  than  resort 
to  him  who  both  reveals  duty,  and  com- 
municates the  ability  for  its  performance. 
We  have  known  some  otherwise  sensible 
people,  who,  having  imbibed  these  errors 
early,  have  fouud  it  difficult  to  shake  them 
off.  They  have  felt  them  to  be  annoying, 
but  never  suspected  their  criminality  ;  where- 
as, what  could  be  more  criminal  than  to  sub- 
stitute superstition  for  religion  ?  He  that 
supposes  that  a  star  can  shape  his  destiny, 
or  that  the  secrets  of  the  future  may  be  re- 
vealed to  him  by  divination,  or  that  the 
hidden  things  of  another  world  may  be  dis- 
closed through  the  agency  of  a  table-tipper, 
is  certainly  consenting  to  reverse  God's 
order  of  things,  and  to  replace  his  "  sure 
word  of  prophecy  "  by  a  figment  of  the  ima- 
gination. Christians  should  discountenance 
such  things,  and  never,  by  their  example, 
encourage  the  more  simple  and  ignorant  in 
their  belief. — Presbyterian. 


THE  CRIPPLE  OF  LONDON  WALL. 

We  sometimes  feel  that  our  London  life- 
sketches  are  of  too  even  a  shadow-tint,  but 
in  tracing  the  annals  of  the  poor  we  have 
here  and  there  need  for  colours  of  brighter 
dye. 

We  have  threaded  our  way  through  the 
midst  of  many  suspicious  characters,  lolling 
at  their  doors  in  negligent  array.  Turn 
under  this  low  archway,  climb  these  narrow, 
winding  stairs,  two  storeys,  knock  at  that 
door,  and  a  pleasant,  cheerful  voice,  will  bid 
you  enter.  The  room  is  clean — even  airy — 
a  bright  little  fire  burns  in  the  grate,  and  in 
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a  four-post  bed  you  will  see  sitting  up,  be- 
cause she  cannot  lie  down,  a  woman  of  sixty- 
four  years  of  age,  with  her  hands  folded  and 
contracted,  and  her  whole  body  crippled  and 
curled  together,  as  the  cholera  cramped  it, 
and  rheumatism  has  fixed  it,  for  eight-and- 
twenty  years.  For  sixteen  of  these  years 
she  has  not  moved  from  her  bed,  or  looked 
out  of  the  window,  or  even  lifted  her  hand  to 
her  own  face,  and  she  is  in  constant  pain, 
while  she  cannot  move  a  limb.  But  listen  ! 
"  She  is  so  thankful  that  God  has  left  her 
that  great  blessing,  the  use  of  one  thumb." 
Her  left  hand  is  clenched  and  stiff,  and 
utterly  useless ;  but  she  has  a  two-pronged 
fork  fastened  to  a  stick,  with  which  she  can 
take  off  her  large  old-fashioned  spectacles, 
and  put  them  on  again  with  a  great  effort. 
By  the  same  means  she  can  feed  herself,  and 
she  can  sip  her  tea  through  a  tube,  helping 
herself  with  this  one  thumb.  And  there  is 
another  thing  she  can  accomplish  with  her 
fork,  she  can  turn  over  the  leaves  of  a  large 
Bible,  when  placed  within  her  reach,  which 
has  been  the  recent  gift  of  the  Bible  Asso- 
ciation in  her  neighbourhood. 

Oh !  what  has  been  the  mission  of  the 
Holy  Book  to  this  bed  of  suffering!  She 
had  not  found  peace  or  "joy  in  believing" 
when  she  was  first  laid  there,  but  now  she  is 
one  of  the  "joint  heirs  "  with  her  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  you  may  see  it  written  in  her 
radiant  smile.  Let  us  sit  down  by  her  side, 
and  she  will  tell  us  such  a  history  of  the 
training  of  her  faith  and  love  in  that  low 
court,  and  of  the  treasures  she  has  found  in 
the  Book,  as  reveal  to  us  what  she  shall  be 
when  she  "puts  on  immortality." 

The  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  has  watched 
day  by  day  over  that  poor  helpless  one.  She 
has  found  friends  and  supplies  for  all  these 
years,  according  to  her  need.  He  has 
shielded  her  in  her  helplessness  from  the 
assaults  of  the  cruel.  He  has  even  suffered 
her  to  lead  souls  to  him,  and  some  of  these 
have  ascended  to  heaven,  while  she  yet  cheer- 
fully waits  his  will  on  earth.  "  She  would 
gladly  live  and  suffer  twice  as  long  as  she 
has  done,  to  be  the  means  of  saving  one 
soul."  When  the  Lord  shall  make  up  his 
jewels,  we  believe  he  will  not  forget  the  one 
hidden  in  this  alley. 

She  is  a  true  Londoner,  and  her  childish 
hours  have  no  remembrance  of  the  occa- 
sional summer  holidays  which,  even  in 
London,  in  this  age  of  philanthropy,  brighten 
a  poor  child's  life.  Work,  hard  work,  and 
long  hours  of  labour,  are  her  earliest  recol- 
lections, and  that  at  her  father's  death  she 
left  a  little  place  of  all-work  for  the  family 
employment  of  weaving  hair-cloth,  followed 
from  five  in  the  morning  till  ten  at  night. 
She  was  the  eldest  of  many  children,  and 
after  that  hour,  had  to  scrub  the  floor  of  : 
their  room,  which,  as  she  did  it  more  I 


■  I  thoroughly  on  Sabbaths,  she  made  an  excuse 
for  not  accompanying  her  mother  to  a  place 
of  worship.  She  remembers  the  rattle  of 
the  old  tin  kettles  from  their  high  window- 
sill,  which  the  watchman  pulled  by  a  string 
at  their  request,  to  wake  the  weary  to  their 
early  toil  each  morning;  but  she  has  never 
in  her  life  seen  a  hayrick,  a  wood,  or  a  corn- 
field.  The  longest  journey  she  has  under- 
taken in  one  direction  had  been  made  to 
Islington  Church,  and  the  other  to  St. 
George's  in  the  Borough,  when  the  sight  of 
the  water  in  crossing  the  bridge  made  her 
feel  giddy. 

To  a  frame  thus  nurtured  in  the  city's 
heart  came  cholera  in  its  first  visit  to  the 
metropolis.  This  victim  did  not  die  of  it 
but  she  never  recovered  from  its  collapse, 
and,  as  we  have  said,  by  pain  and  poor  living, 
was  gradually  reduced  to  her  present  con- 
dition. 

A  recent  visitor  addressed  her  with  the 
remark  that  she  was  "  all  alone." 

"Yes,"  she  replied,  in  a  peculiarly  sweet 
and  cheerful  voice.  "  I  am  alone,  and  yet 
not  alone." 

'•  How  is  that?  " 

"  I  feel  that  the  Lord  is  constantly  with 
me." 

This  was  verified  by  such  an  expression  of 
calm  happiness  on  her  countenance  as  has 
been  seen  in  the  faces  of  many  of  the  con- 
verts during  the  recent  revivals  in  Ireland. 
"  How  long  have  you  lain  there  ?  " 
"  For  sixteen  years  and  four  months,  and 
for  two  years  and  four  months  I  have  not 
been  lifted  out  of  my  bed  to  have  it  made, 
yet  I  have  much  to  praise  and  bless  the 
Lord  for." 

"What  is  the  source  of  your  happiness?" 
"  The  thought  that  my  sins  are  forgiven, 
and  dwelling  on  the  great  love  of  Jesus,  my 
Saviour ;  I  am  content  to  lie  here  as  long  as 
it  shall  please  him  that  I  should  stay,  and  to 
go  whenever  he  may  call  me.  But  oh  !  how 
wonderful  it  seems  to  me  that  I  should  be 
continued  here,  while  those  who  are  young 
and  active  are  taken  away.  Four  young 
persons,  who  used  to  call  upon  me,  have 
been  taken  home  within  the  last  six  weeks. 
I  have  to  thank  God  that  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  one  of  them  was  led  to  Jesus  by 
her  visits  to  me." 

"That  is  truly  something  to  be  thankful 
for." 

"Yes;  and  see  how  God  has  left  to  me 
the  use  of  one  thumb,"  and  she  opened  and 
closed  her  thumb  on  her  crooked  and  folded 
fingers. 

"  Have  you  also  lost  the  use  of  the  other 
hand  ?  " 

"  Entirely." 

"  Show  it  to  me."  She  lifted  k  with  great 
slowness,  brought  it  over  her  body,  and  it 
fell. 
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"  Oh,  dear,"  cried  she,  "  my  shoulder's 
out — it  has  slipped  from  the  socket." 

I  expressed  my  deep  concern  at  having 
heen  the  cause  of  such  an  accident. 

"  You  must  not  be  troubled  about  it,"  she 
said  ;  "  it  has  happened  before  when  I  have 
tried  to  show  my  hand  to  my  friends." 

I  lifted  her  arm  to  put  it  back,  and  soon 
had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  the  snap  made 
by  the  bone  returning  to  its  place.  I  saw 
that  the  left  hand  was  clenched  stiff,  and 
utterly  useless. 

"  How  are  you  attended  to  ?  "  said  I. 

"  I  have  two  kind  neighbours,  who  come 
in  by  turns,  to  bring  me  my  breakfast,  and 
to  set  me  to  rights." 

Just  then,  a  little,  particularly  neat, 
elderly  woman,  with  a  very  kind  expression 
of  countenance,  came  in  to  make  up  her 
fire. 

"Your  friend  seems  happy,"  I  said. 

"Yes;  she  is  always  cheerful." 

"  Do  you  come  and  sit  and  chat  with  her 
sometimes  ?  " 

"  No  ;  I  cart't  leave  my  work." 

"  Could  you  not  bring  your  work  up  here, 
and  keep  her  company  while  you  do  it  ?  " 

"No  ;  it's  washing.  I  do,  now  and  then, 
when  I  have  a  stocking  to  mend,  come  and 
sit  by  her  side  on  summer  evenings." 

Summer  evenings  and  winter  nights !  God 
has  cared  for  poor  "Sarah"  through  them 
all,  for  sixteen  years,  and  caused  these  two 
neighbours  to  care  for  her.  The  most  rigid 
economy  has  been  necessary ;  and  however 
long  the  dark  hours,  she  never  burns  a  candle 
except  in  illness.  If  friends  drop  in  upon 
her,  they  sometimes  bring  their  own  light 
with  them.  She  says  she  can  think  in  the 
dark  on  the  promises  of  the  Lord. 

"  How  long  is  it  since  you  began  to  love 
Jesus  ?  " 

"  When  I  lost  my  poor  mother,  and  had 
not  a  friend  beside,  then  I  turned  to  him, 
and  he  '  took  me  up,'  and  he  has  ever  since 
been  '  my  Shepherd.'  Oh,  how  I  love  his 
word ! " 

"You  said  the  Lord  was  your  Shep- 
herd ? " 

"  Yes ;  that  is  quite  a  true  name  for  Jesus. 
'I  shall  not  want,'  my  own  life  can  show 
that  ;  and  '  not  want  any  go»d  thing.'  " 

The  string  of  the  loving  kindness  of  the 
Lord  once  touched,  note  after  note  prolonged 
the  song  of  praise. 

"  God  makes  people  so  very  kind  to  her  ; 
the  longer  she  lies  there  the  more  kind  he 
makes  them.  For  six  weeks  in  succession 
last  year,  half-a-cwt.  of  coals  were  sent  in  to 
her  every  Saturday,  and  she  could  never  dis- 
cover the  donor." 

She  described  how  unexpectedly  they 
came,  her  surprise  at  the  gift,  and  how  wel- 
come they  were. 

She  has  not  always  lived  in  this  room,  but 


a  fire  broke  out  in  the  court  where  she  for- 
merly resided,  and  her  very  curtains  were  in 
flames  when  the  neighbours  removed  her, 
like  a  bundle  in  a  blanket,  to  this  safe  place. 
They  had  put  up  her  bed  again  for  her  be- 
fore night.  • 

Who  would  not  feel  their  own  faith 
strengthened  in  a  visit  like  this  ?  We 
would  hope  that  this  simple  narrative  of 
facts  may  meet  the  ■eye  of  some  sufferer, 
weary  with  days  or  weeks  of  pain,  alleviated, 
it  may  be,  by  every  appliance  which  love 
can  invent  and  skill  devise.  Here  the  Lord 
has  been  the  physician,  and  solitude  tthe 
nurse — but  "the  neighbours"  have  been 
raised  up,  and  their  kindness  has  endured 
the  whole  length  of  the  affliction.  By  an 
impatient  relative,  who  had  the  care  of  her 
at  one  period,  her  life  was  three  times 
threatened.  Sometimes  the  poor  are  selfish, 
and  very  weary  of  a  life  which  is  a  burden 
to  them.  This  woman  was  one  morning 
almost  driven  to  desperation  by  the  low  price 
she  had  obtained  for  shirt-making,  and  went 
out  declaring  that,  when  she  came  home, 
"she  would  finish"  poor  Sarah.  She  went 
out  for  cat's-meat,  and  Sarah  lay  still,  pray- 
ing. On  her  return  she  sat  herself  down, 
bleeding,  by  the  fire-place.  She  had  run  a 
hook  into  her  own  foot,  and  was  for  that 
time  disabled  from  doing  injury  to  the  poor 
cripple. 

We  now  produced  a  little  woollen  shawl, 
one  which  had  been  to  spare  from  a  parcel 
most  kindly  sent  for  the  Bible-women.  A 
linsey  petticoat,  which  had  likewise  been 
sent  for  mission  use,  would  now  aid  to  keep 
the  poor  feet  warm.  These  both  happened 
to  be  just  what  she  wanted,  as  her  clothing 
was  very  thin  for  cold  weather.  Her  bed 
looked  so  neat,  the  sheets  and  cap  quite 
clean,  her  face  fair,  and  almost  without  a 
wrinkle,  with  her  white  hair  combed  back 
from  her  forehead,  and  happy  peace  written 
on  her  brow.  We  blessed  the  kind  neigh- 
bours whose  three  visits  a  day  thus  gave 
help  to  the  helpless.  May  God  reward  their 
labour  of  love !  One  of  these  women  has 
been  a  widow  sixteen  years.  She,  too,  has 
trusted  in  God,  and  he  has  always  cared  for 
her,  though  often  she  has  not  known  what 
she  should  live  on  the  next  day,  or  even 
what  she  should  eat  for  the  next  meal  The 
cold  weather  was  just  setting  in,  and  another 
friend  sent  Sarah  a  warm  rug  for  a  coverlet. 
This  proved  an  inexpressible  comfort.  "  How 
was  it  that  she  lay  so  sheltered  and  com- 
forted, when  her  Saviour  had  not  had  where 
to  lay  his  head  ?  " 

We  noticed  something  like  an  old  book 
hanging  at  the  back  of  her  door,  and  asked 
her  what  it  was.  "  Oh,"  said  she,  "  that  is  a 
missionary-box  for  the  City  Mission  to  the 
poor  people  round  here."  Well  might  she 
think  of  Home  Missions!     "My  mis- 
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sionary,  Mr.  T.,  opens  it  sometimes,  and  he 
finds  a  great  many  pence  in  it.  If  I  cannot 
give  to  it  myself,  my  friends  put  in  some- 
thing for  my  sake." 

We  also  noticed  seven  or  eight  old  Bibles 
on  the  drawers.  These,  she  told  us,  were 
brought  her  by  the  mistress  of  a  school,  who 
was  very  kind  to  her,  for  her  missionary  to 
give  away,  as  he  found,  when  he  gave  new 
Bibles  to  the  poor  people,  they  sold  them, 
and  she  thought  if  old  ones  were  given,  this 
■would  not  happen  ;  so  she  asked  all  her 
friends  to  save  any  -worn  Bibles  for  her  to 
use  in  this  manner. 

Oh,  what  joy  lighted  up  her  face  as  we 
spoke  of  the  present  times  of  refreshing  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord,  by  the  outpouring 
of  his  Holy  Spirit.  "That  he  should  have 
suffered  her  to  live  to  hear  of  these  days!" 
She  had  heard  about  Ireland,  she  knew  of 
the  prayer  meeting  at  a  hall  ill  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  sent  all  her  friends  there. 

May  she,  by  this  truthful  sketch,  yet  speak 
of  God's  mercies  to  a  wider  circle  than  she 
dreams  of;  and  so  in  her  helplessness  be  yet 
"an  ambassador  for  Christ;"  a  "worker 
together  with  him,"  beseeching  men  that 
they  receive  not  the  grace  of  God  in  vain. — 
From  "  The  Book  and  its  Mission.'' 


MAN'S  GREAT  WANT. 

No  men  in  the  world  want  help  like  them 
that  want  the  Gospel.  Of  all  distresses, 
want  of  the  Gospel  cries  loudest  for  relief. 
A  man  may  want  liberty,  and  yet  be  happy, 
as  Joseph  was  ;  a  man  may  want  peace,  and 
yet  be  happy,  as  David  was;  a  man  may 
want  children,  and  yet  be  happy,  as  Job  was  ; 
a  man  may  want  plenty,  and  yet  be  full  of 
comfort,  as  Micaiah  was  ;  but  he  that  wants 
the  Gospel,  wants  everything  that  should  do 
him  good.  A  throne,  without  the  Gospel, 
is  but  the  devil's  dungeon  ;  wealth,  without 
the  Gospel,  is  fuel  for  hell  ;  advancement, 
without  the  Gospel,  is  but  going  high  to 
have  the  greater  fall.  What  do  men  need 
that  want  the  Gospel  ? 

They  want  Jesus  Christ,  for  he  is  revealed 
only  by  the  Gospel.  He  is  all  in  all;  and 
where  he  is  wanting,  there  can  be  no  good. 
Hunger  cannot  truly  be  satisfied  without 
manna,  the  bread  of  life,  which  is  Jesus 
Christ ;  and  what  shall  a  hungry  man  do 
that  hath  no  bread?  Thirst  cannot  be 
quenched  without  that  living  spring,  which 
is  Jesus  Christ ;  and  what  shall  a  thirsty 
soul  do  without  water  ?  A  captive,  as  we  are 
all,  cannot  be  delivered  without  redemption, 
which  is  Christ  Jesus  ;  and  what  shall  the 
prisoner  do  without  his  ransom  ?  Fools,  as 
we  are  all,  cannot  be  instructed  without 
wisdom,  which  is  Jesus  Christ;  without  him 


we  perish  in  our  folly.  All  building  without 
him  is  on  the  sand,  which  will  surely  fall. 

;  All  working  without  him  is  in  the  fire,  where 
it  will  be  consumed.  All  riches  without 
him  have  wings,  and  will  fly  away.    A  dun- 

I  geon  with  Christ  is  a  throne,  and  a  throne 

I  without  Christ  is  a  hell.  Nothing  so  ill  but 
Christ  will  compensate.  All  mercies  with- 
out Christ  are  bitter,  and  every  cup  is  sweet 
that  is  seasoned  but  with  a  drop  of  his  blood  ; 
he  truly  is  the  love  and  delight  of  the  sons 
of  men  ;  without  whom  they  must  perish 
eternally,  for  there  is  no  other  name  given 
unto  them  whereby  tljey  may  be  saved.  He 
is  the  Way  ;  men  without  him  are  Cains, 
wanderers  and  vagabonds  ; — he  is  the  Truth  ; 
men  without  him  are  liars,  like  the  devil 
who  was  so  of  old  ; — he  is  the  Life  ;  men 
w  ithout  him  are  dead,  dead  in  trespasses  and 
sin  ; — he  is  the  Light ;  men  without  him 
are  in  darkness,  and  they  go  they  know  not 
w  hither  ; — he  is  the  Vine  ;  those  that  are  not 
grafted  in  him  are  withered  branches  pre- 
pared for  the  fire ; — he  is  the  Rock  ;  men 
not  built  on  him  are  carried  away  with  a 
flood ; — he  is  the  Alpha  and  Omega ;  the 
first  and  the  last,  the  author  and  the  ender, 
the  founder  and  the  finisher  of  our  salvation  ; 
— he  that  hath  not  him,  hath  neither  be- 
ginning of  good  nor  an  end  of  misery.  O  ! 
blessed  Jesus,  how  much  better  not  to  be, 
than  to  be  without  thee !  Never  to  be 
born,  than  not  to  die  in  thee.  A  thousand 
hells  come  short  of  this — eternally  to  want 

Jesus,  as  men  do  that  want  the  Gospel. — 

Owen. 


GOD'S  CARE  FOR  HIS  OWN. 

The  intended  bi-centenary  commemora- 
tion, this  year,  of  the  Expulsion  of  the 
Two  Thousand  Nonconforming  Ministers  in 
England,  in  the  year  16C2,  is  giving'  rise 
to  historical  collections  illustrative  of  that 
event.  The  following  have  recently  been 
published  : — 

PETER  INCE. 

"Mr.  Peter  Ince,  ejected  from  the  rec- 
tory of  Dunhead,  in  Wilts,  after  being  si- 
lenced, clothed  himself  in  the  dress  of  a 
shepherd,  and  engaged  himself  in  that  capa- 
city to  a  Mr.  Grove,  that  in  this  way  he 
might  obtain  support  for  himself  and  his 
family.  But  not  long  after  the  year  1662, 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Grove,  who  was  a  gentle- 
man of  great  opulence,  was  taken  danger- 
ously ill,  and  Mr.  Grove  sent  for  the  parish 
minister  to  pray  with  her.  When  the  mes- 
senger came,  he  was  just  going  out  with 
the  hounds,  and  sent  word  that  he  would 
come  when  the  hunt  was  over.  Mr.  Grove 
expressed  much  resentment  against  the 
minister,  for  choosing  rather  to  follow  his 
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diversion  than  attend  his  wife,  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  she  then  lay,  when 
one  of  the  servants  said,  '  Sir,  our  shepherd, 
if  you  will  send  for  him,  can  pray  very 
well  ;  we  have  often  heard  him  at  prayer 
in  the  field.'  Upon  this  he  was  imme- 
diately sent  for,  and  Mr.  Grove  asked  him 
whether  he  ever  did  or  could  pray.  The 
shepherd  fixed  his  eyes  upon.him,  and,  with 
peculiar  seriousness  in  his  countenance,  re- 
plied, 'God  forbid,  sir,  I  should  live  one 
day  without  prayer.'  Hereupon  he  was 
desired  to  pray  with  the  sick  lady,  which 
he  did  so  pertinently  to  her  case,  with  such 
fluency  and  fervency  of  devotion,  as  greatly 
to  astonish  the  husband  and  all  the  family 
that  were  present.  When  they  arose  from 
their  knees,  Mr.  Grove  said,  'Your language 
and  manner  discover  you  to  be  a  very  dif- 
ferent person  from  what  your  present  ap- 
pearance indicates.  I  conjure  you  to  inform 
me  who  and  what  you  are,  and  what  were 
your  views  and  situation  in  life  before  you 
came  into  my  service.'  "Whereupon  he  told 
him  that  he  was  one  of  the  ministers  that 
had  been  lately  ejected  from  the  Church, 
and  that  having  nothing  of  his  own  left,  he' 
was  content,  for  a  livelihood,  to  submit  to 
the  honest  and  peaceful  employment  of 
tending  sheep.  Upon  hearing  this,  Mr. 
Grove  said,  '  Then  you  shall  be  my  shep- 
herd!'  and  immediately  erected  a  meeting- 
house on  his  own  estate,  in  which  Mr.  Ince 
preached,  and  gathered  a  congregation  of 
Dissenters.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  good 
scholar,  well-skilled  in  the  languages, 
especially  in  the  Hebrew,  and  a  good, 
practical  preacher.  He  had  an  admi- 
rable gift  in  prayer,  and  would,  in  days 
of  special  prayer,  pour  forth  his  soul 
with  such  spirituality,  variety,  fluency, 
and  affection,  that  he  was  called  praying 
Ince." 

OLIVER  HEYWOOD. 

"In  the  life  of  Oliver  Heywood,  ejected 
from  Caley  in  Yorkshire,  the  following  in- 
teresting anecdote  is  related  : — '  When  the 
spirit  of  persecution  was  so  hot  against 
this  good  man  that  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
his  family,  he  set  off  on  horseback  one 
winter's  morning  before  it  was  light,  like 
Abraham,  not  knowing  whither  he  went, 
and  without  a  farthing  in  his  pocket. 
Having  committed  himself  to  the  care  of 
Providence,  he  determined  at  length  to  let 
his  horse  go  which  way  he  would.  Having 
gone  all  the  day  without  refreshment,  the 
horse,  towards  the  evening,  bent  his  course 
to  a  farm-house  a  little  out  of  the  road. 
Mr.  Heywood  calling  at  the  door,  a  decent 
woman  came,  of  whom  he  "requested,  after 
a  suitable  apology,  that  she  would  give 
him  and  his  horse  shelter  for  that  night — 
telling  her  that  he  only  wished  for  a  little 


hay  for  his  beast,  and  liberty  for  himself 
to  sit  by  the  fireside.  Upon  calling  her 
husband,  they  both  kindly  invited  him  in. 
The  mistress  soon  prepared  something  for 
him  to  eat,  at  which  he  expressed  his  con- 
cern, as  he  had  no  money  to  make  them  any 
recompense,  but  hoped  God  would  reward 
them.  They  assured  him  that  he  was  wel- 
come, and  begged  him  to  make  himself 
easy.  After  some  time  the  master  asked 
him  what  countryman  he  was.  He  an- 
swered that  he  was  born  in  Lancashire, 
but  had  now  a  wife  and  children  near  Hali- 
fax. "  That  is  a  town,"  said  the  farmer, 
"  where  I  have  been,  and  had  some  acquain- 
tance." After  inquiring  about  several  of 
them,  he  asked  if  lie  knew  anything  of  one 
Mr.  Oliver  Heywood,  who  had  been  a  minis- 
ter near  Halifax,  but  was  now,  on  some 
account,  forbidden  to  preach.  To  which  he 
replied.  ''  There  is  a  great  deal  of  noise 
about  that  man;  some  speak  well,  and 
some  very  ill  of  him :  for  my  own  part,  I 
can  say  very  little  in  his  favour."  "  I  be- 
lieve," said  the  farmer,  "  he  is  of  that  sect 
which  is  everywhere  spoken  against ;  but 
pray,  what  makes  you  form  such  an  indif- 
ferent opinion  of  him?"  Mr.  Heywood 
answered,  "  I  know  something  of  him,  but  as 
I  do  not  choose  to  propagate  an  ill-report 
of  any  one,  let  us  talk  on  some  other  sub- 
ject." After  keeping  the  farmer  and  his 
wife  some  time  in  suspense,  who  were 
uneasy  at  what  he  had  said,  he  at  length 
told  them  that  he  was  the  poor  outcast 
after  whom  they  made  such  kind  in- 
quiries. 

'All  was  then  surprise,  joy,  and  thank- 
fulness, that  Providence  had  brought  him 
under  their  roof.  The  master  of  the  house 
then  said  to  him,  "  I  have  a  few  neighbours 
who  love  the  Gospel ;  if  you  will  give  us 
a  word  of  exhortation,  I  will  run  and 
acquaint  them.  This  is  an  obscure  place, 
and  as  your  coming  hither  is  not  known, 
I  hope  we  shall  have  no  interruption."  Mr. 
Heywood  consented,  and  a  small  congrega- 
tion was  gathered,  to  whom  he  preached 
with  that  fervour,  affection,  and  enlargement, 
which  the  singular  circumstances  served  to 
inspire.  A  small  collection  was  then  volun- 
tarily made  to  help  the  poor  traveller  on  his 
way.'" 


GLORIOUS  WORDS.  " 

"  For  God  sent  not  his  Son  into  the  world 
tc  condemn  the  world,  but  that  the  world, 
through  him,  might  be  saved."  John  iii. 
14—17. 

Glorious  words  these,  to  which  I  heard  a 
dying  woman  respond,  not  long  ago,  with  a 
sudden  burst  of  praise  : — 
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"  Is  he  not  a  precious  Saviour  ?  so  great 
and  good,  and  willing  to  save  all  us  poor 
sinners  ! " 

She  was  lying  on  a  hard  bed,  in  a  dreary 
infirmary  ward  in  a  London  Union  Work- 
house, and  the  power  of  faith  and  love  to 
create  a  happiness  independent  of  circum- 
stances, came  out  with  startling  force  in  her 
answer  to  the  inquiry, 

"  You  know  him,  then,  and  love  him  ?  " 

"Yes,  I  do  know  him,  and  love  him. 
His  presence  makes  a  heaven  of  this  room." 

"  If  you  heaped  up  my  bed  with  gold  and 
silver,"  she  added,  "  if  you  could  give  me 
the  queen's  carriage  and  horses,  and  her 
palace,  and  her  garden,  and  all  her  beautiful 
flowers,  and  health  and  strength  to  enjoy  it 
all,  I  would  not  take  them  if  they  would 
hinder  me  from  going  home  to  my  Saviour. 
They  talk  of  the  pains  of  dying ;  what  will 
they  be  to  me  ?  They  will  but  hurry  me  to 
heaven  and  to  Jesus." 


gentleman's  answer  to  some  inquiries  was, 
the  more  he  gave,  the  more  he  got.  He 
was  a  richer  man  now  than  when  he  first 
began  to  give." 

"  There  is  that  giveth  and  yet  increaseth, 
and  there  is  that  withholdeth  more  than  is 
meet,  but  it  tendeth  to  poverty." 


NONE  THE  POORER  FOR  GIVING. 

Several  years  ago,  a  Secretary  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  related 
the  following  instances  of  liberal  and  unos- 
tentatious giving,  which  we  commend  espe- 
cially to  our  ivealthj  readers : — 

"One  of  these  instances  was  that  of  an 
elderly  lady,  who,  for  nineteen  years  past, 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  making  periodical 
calls  at  Earl-street,  depositing  on  each  occa- 
sion an  anonymous  gift,  and  then  disappear- 
ing till  the  next  visit.  For  several  years 
her  contributions  had  amounted  to  about 
200  guineas  per  annum,  but  lately,  they  had  ] 
risen  to  about  £  GOO  a  year.  Another  ex- 
ample was  that  of  a  gentleman  residing  on 
the  Continent,  whose  contribution  com- 
menced  about  five  years  ago,  with  a  simple 
donation  of  £20.  In  1854,  his  year's  gift 
had  risen  to  over  £2,700,  in  1855  to  £5,500, 
and  last  January  he  intimated  his  readiness 
to  make  his  donations  for  1856  double  the 
above  sums,  adding  that  when  they  were 
gone,  more  would  be  forthcoming.  This 


A  VOICE  FROM  NORTHUMBER- 
LAND. 

Loed  of  Hosts,  and  yet  our  Father, 

Hear  us  as  before  thy  throne 
Bending  low  in  supplication 

We  make  all  our  sorrows  known. 
Lord,  we  mourn  our  past  transgressions, 

And  implore  thy  saving  hand  ; 
Take  not  then  thy  Spirit  from  us, 

Leave  us  not  to  judgment's  brand. 

Sin  around  us  has  its  triumph, 

Thoughtless  crowds  tread  on  life's  way 
Seeking  not  their  soul's  salvation, 

Fearing  not  the  judgment  day. 

Oh !  on  this  benighted  district 
Shed  the  day-star's  glorious  rays, 

Cause  Northumbrian  hills  re-echo 
The  glad  voice  of  prayer  and  praise. 

For  the  late  refreshing  season 

Erin  sends  her  loud  acclaim  ; 
From  her  martyr-planted  mountains 

Caledonia  swells  the  strain  ; 

And  with  hearts  attuned  to  praises 
Cambria's  sons  take  up  the  cry  : 

"  For  the  riches  of  salvation 
Glory  be  to  God  on  high." 

Oh  !  in  mercy,  gracious  Father, 
Condescend  to  hear  our  prayer  : 

Cause  this  sin-enveloped  region 
These  Revival  blessings  share. 

Cease  thy  servant's  dark  forebodings, 

Be  thy  Spirit  largely  shed  ; 
R.aise  to  life  the  dead  professor, 

Give  to  souls  the  living  bread. 

Then  with  Erin,  Wales,  and  Scotland, 
We  shall  hymn  our  Saviour's  praise  ; 

And  with  grateful  hearts  and  voices 
Our  glad  Ebenezer  raise. 


Dear  Mr.  Barbour, — Sabbath  week 
I  baptized  two  young  men  at  Anhai.  One 
of  them.  Chin  Gan,  is  the  youngest  we 
have  yet  received  there,  being  but  sixteen 
years  old :  he  lives  at  a  village  three 
miles  from  the  chapel,  and  has  been  in- 
terested in  the  Gospel  for  about  a  year's 
time  or  rather  more.  His  mother  came. 


Amoy,  Nov.  21st,  1801. 

to  the  chapel  about  that  time,  and 
was  somewhat  impressed ;  she  came 
back,  bringing  him  with  her ;  then  she 
became  afraid  and  drewj  back,  but  he 
remained  firm.  Soon  afterwards  the 
whole  family  removed  for  several  months 
to  a  place  beyond  Chin-chew  city ;  but 
as  soon  as  they  returned  to  their  own 
(j 
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village,  he  came  again  on  Sabbath  to 
chapel,  having  kept  count  of  the  days 
correctly  all  the  time.  Latterly  he  had 
brought  an  elder  brother  with  him,  who 
has  since  drawn  back,  but  Gan  himself 
never  wavered.  His  examinations  being 
quite  satisfactory,  and  his  conduct  being 
well  reported  of  by  three  members  who 
live  in  a  village  about  a  mile  nearer 
Anhai,  we  could  not  refuse  to  receive 
him  on  the  sole  ground  of  his  youth, 
though  we  feel  that  one  so  young,  living 
alone  among  the  heathen,  should  be 
specially  remembered  in  prayer,  as  being 
specially  exposed  to  temptation.  He 
tells  us  that  his  mother  still  joins  with 
him  in  prayer  each  morning  and  even- 
ing, but  she  is  afraid  to  make  any  public 
profession. 

The  other  new  member,  Sia  Tiam,  is 
son-in-law  of  the  Anhai  chapel-keeper, 
who  is  a  member  from  Chioh-bey,  but  a 
native  of  a  village  near  Anhai.  The 
young  man  lives  at  a  small  hamlet  about 
twelve  miles  from  the  chapel, yethe  cornes 
almost  every  Saturday,  returning  on  the 
Monday  morning.  Of  course  the  pre- 
sence of  his  father-in-law  facilitates  this 
in  several  ways;  yet  it  is  a  strong  evi- 
dence of  his  sincerity.  Another  circum- 
stance specially  interesting  is,  that  his 
house  is  almost  on  the  direct  line  of 
road  towards  Chin-chew,  being  oniy  four 
or  five  miles  distant  from  that  populous 
city.  A  few  days  before  his  baptism, 
two  of  the  assistants  spent  two  nights 
at  his  house,  in  order  to  see  whether  all 
was  correct  as  to  idols  and  ancestral 
tablets  ;  the  day  intervening  was  spent 
by  them  in  a  visit  to  the  city.  It  may 
be  God's  way  to  use  the  conversion  of 


That  Sabbath,  with  several  days  be- 
sides, I  spent  at  Chang-chew  city.  Part 
of  the  time,  the  Rev.  D.  Rapelje,  of 
the  American  Mission,  was  with  me. 
We  carry  on  the  work  there  as  a  joint- 
station,  under  the  combined  superinten- 
dence of  the  American  brethren  and 
ourselves,  each  mission  bearing  half  the 
expense,  and  endeavouring  to  take  about 
an  equal  share  of  the  labour.  It  is  in- 
tended to  follow  this  plan  until  the 
spread  of  the  work  may  make  it  suitable 
to  have  two  congregations,  in  different 
parts  of  the  city  or  suburbs,  when  one 
may  be  placed  specially  under  the  care 
of  each  mission.  Till  of  late,  the  work 
has  been  of  a  preparatory  and  intermit- 
tent character :  the  greater  part  of  what 
has  been  done  by  foreign  missionaries 
having  been  by  our  mission,  while  the 
elders  of  Chioh-bey  have  given  much  va- 
luable assistance,  and  the  rest  of  the 
native  agency  has  been  very  much  mixed. 
The  work  is  now  assuming  a  very  hopefu 
appearance.  The  little  chapel  has  been 
repaired,  and  the  worshippers  enjoy  at 
present  a  good  measure  of  quiet  and 
liberty.  I  examined  the  candidates  on  this 
occasion,  for  the  first  time,  on  shore,  and 
also,  for  the  first  time,  examined  female 
candidates  at  the  city,  or  rather,  in  the 
city,  for  the  place  is  within  the  walls  :  it 
took  several  meetings  to  examine  all  who 
came  forward  ;  at  one  meeting  Mr.  Ra- 
pelje assisted ;  the  whole  number  ex- 
amined was  twenty-five,  and  of  these  eight 
were  females.  It  will  probably  be  still 
several  weeks  before  any  be  baptized,  as 
the  first  stones  laid  in  such  a  place 
should  be  very  fully  tried  ;  another  rea- 
son is,  that  the  people  of  the  neighbour- 


that  illiterate  labourer  in  his  obscure  vil-  hood  may  become  accustomed  to  the  de- 


lage  as  a  step  towards  the  evangelisation 
of  Chin-chew  itself. 

By  the  addition  of  these  two,  the 
Anhai  Church  now  numbers  27  adult 
members,  not  including  the  assistants, 
who  are  members  from  other  churches. 
The  Church  has  now  resolved  that  the 
time  has  come  for  electing  elders  and 
deacons :  we  hope  in  the  course  of  two 
or  three  weeks  to  hold  a  meeting  there 
for  that  purpose.  May  God  guide  to  the 
choice  of  suitable  men. 

Last  Sabbath,  both  Mr.  Swanson  and 
I  were  away  from  Amoy.  He  spent  the 
Sabbath  at  Bay-pay,  taking  Kang-khan 
also  on  Saturday,  and  seeing  the  Pechuia 
brethren  on  the  way  :  at  all  these  places  !  hood  of  the  chapel ;  indeed,  just  adjoin- 
there  are  candidates,  some  of  whom  are  |  ing  the  back  part  of  our  premises,  where 


corum  of  public  worship ;  for  last  Sab- 
bath was  the  first  time  that  a  foreigner 
had  conducted  public  worship  in  a  chapel 
in  the  city. 

Desiring  these  dear  people  to  be  very 
particularly  remembered  in  the  prayers 
of  the  Churches  at  home, 
I  remain, 

Garstairs  Douglas. 

Gospel  Boat,  9th  December,  1861. 

My  dear  Mr.  Barbour, — I  am  on 
my  way  down  from  Anhai  to  Amoy, 
leaving  the  little  Church  there  in  much 
distress  and  fear.  A  few  days  ago  there 
was  a  fire  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 


said  to  be  about  lit  for  admission. 


the  assistants  live.    This  part  was  at  one 
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time  in  imminent  danger  ;  but  through  a 
providential  change  of  wind  it  was  pre- 
served. The  other  part  of  the  premises 
(namely  that  on  the  main  street),  which 
was  used  for  public  preaching  and  wor- 
ship, is  nearly  ten  yards  distant;  it 
was  broken  into  and  plundered  by  the 
mob  collected  at  the  fire ;  and  not  only 
plundered,  but  the  doors,  windows,  parti- 
tions, and  much  of  the  other  wood-work 
(indeed,  all  that  could  be  easily  removed), 
were  wrenched  off  and  taken  away  ;  the 
roof,  also,  is  made  almost  i  useless. 
Again,  after  the  fire  was  extinguished, 
they  broke  into  the  outermost  room  of  the 
inner  premises,  and  having  plundered  it, 
were  breaking  the  door  leading  into  the 
inner  rooms,  when  the  Christians  suc- 
ceeded in  stopping  their  progress. 

At  that  time  I  was  at  Bay-pay,  making 
preparation  for  the  communion  of  that 
congregation.  After  the  communion  I 
lost  no  time  in  going  to  Anhai,  where  I 
have  spent  several  days.  The  brethren 
(as  I  said  above)  are  in  great  distress 
and  anxiety  ;  not  merely  because  their 
accommodation  for  worship  is  now  so 
limited,  but  especially  because,  humanly 
speaking,  they  are  at  the  mercy  of  the 
thievish  rabbie  of  the  town.  Before  I 
arrived,  they  had  lodged  petitions  at  the 
offices  of  the  civil  and  military  man- 
darins, but  had  got  no  redress  ;  on  the 
contrary,  there  were  indications  that  the 
"  lewd  fellows  of  the  baser  sort"  were 
looking  for  an  opportunity  to  complete 
the  evil  work  they  had  begun.  I  fear 
there  is  very  little  hope  of  assistance, 
either  from  the  mandarins  or  from  the 
British  authorities.  It  is  hard  to  guess 
in  what  troubles  our  poor  people  may  be 
involved  even  before  this  letter  reaches 
you,  unless  God  in  his  great  mercy  inter- 
poses in  behalf  of  his  people.  Yet  surely 
he  will  interfere:  we  would  seek  to  trust, 
according  to  that  blessed  word,  "  God  is 
faithful,  who  will  not  suffer  you  to  be 
tempted  above  that  ye  are  able  to  bear." 

Amoy,  24th  December. 

I  had  written  thus  far  on  arriving  at 
Amoy,  when  I  found  the  mail  was 
already  despatched  ;  and  the  first  news  I 
heard,  was  that  change  of  ministry  at 
Pekin,  which  we  may  hope  to  be  a 
means  in  God's  gracious  hand,  of  res- 
training the  enemies  of  his  gospel  and  of 
his  people.  Meantime,  Mr.  Swanson  and 
I  have  made  formal  application  to  the 
British  Consul  for  his  assistance,  but 
have  not  yet  received  any  reply. 


;     It  is  a  token  for  good  that  on  that 
same  Sabbath  (8th  December),  two  more 
adults  were   added  to  the   church  at 
i  Anhai ;  one  is  a  young  man  who  was 
I  originally  from  one  of  the  northern  pro- 
,  vinces  of  China  ;  when  in  his  seventh 
;  year  he  was  taken  away  from  his  home 
(whether  bought  or  stolen  he  knows  not), 
and  brought  in  a  junk  to  Chimmo,  where 
he  was  adopted  into  a  family.     His  new 
j  parents  soon  died,  and  he  was  cast  on 
the  world,   since  which  he  has  been 
i  going  about  "  a  wanderer  and  a  vaga- 
bond" in  Chin-chew  and  the  country 
j  around.    Last  year  he  heard  the  Gospel 
I  at  Anhai,  and  gradually  came  under  its 
j  blessed  influence.    At  that  time  he  was  a 
most    wretched-looking    object,  —  lean, 
ragged,  dirty,  miserable ;    but  now  he 
i  seems  quite  changed  both  in  the  outer 
and  inner  man.    He  remembers  nothing 
of  his  native  place,  not  even  his  original 
name  or  surname,  nothing  even  of  the 
dialect    mandarin)  spoken  in  the  region 
from  which  he  came,  except  the  words 
j  for  "seven  years,"  the  sad  memorial  of 
the  age  at  which  he  was  torn  from  his 
home.     The  other  new  member  is  the 
wife  of  Than,  one  of  the  four  first-fruits 
of  Anhai ;  she  was  for  a  long  time  most 
violently  opposed  to  the  Gospel,  and  to 
-  her  husband  in  particular  ;   it  was  she 
who,  on  one  Sabbath  more;  than  a  year 
ago,  came  in  at  the  back  of  the  chapel 
while  we  were  at  worship,  and  threw 
a  quantity  of  liquid  filth  on  several  of 
the  worshippers,  including  her  husband 
and  myself.    She  had  also  made  parodies 
of  several  among  the  colloquial  hymns. 
But  now  she  is  about  as  zealous  in  the 
cause   of  Christ  as  she  once  was  on 
the  other  side. 

During  the  last  fortnight  we  have  had 
no  news  from  Anhai,  so  we  hope  nothing 
very  bad  has  befallen  them  in  the  interval. 
I  go  on  board  our  boat  to-night,  as  it 
often  takes  three  or  four  days  to  tack  up 
against  the  monsoon,  passing  each  night 
at  some  sale  anchorage.  I  hope  thus  to 
spend  with  these  sorely  troubled  brethren 
the  last  Sabbath  of  this  year,  so  that 
I  may  be  able  to  spend  the  week  ot 
prayer  in  the  beginning  of  January  with 
the  missionaries  at  Amoy. 

Mr.  Swanson  and  I  are  now  very 
hard  worked,  having  the  oversight  of 
six  widely-scattered  stations;  I  say  six, 
because  though  the  charge  of  Chang- 
chew  is  shared  by  the  American  brethren, 
yet  it  is  a  place  which  ought  to  have 
far  more  attention  than  all  that  both 
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missions  can  give  it.  Such  is  our  heavy 
task;  yet  While  health  is  spared,  the  felt 
presence  of  the  Lord  can  make  it  easy 
and  joyoup.  But  what  if  one  of  us, 
sinking  under  the  burden,  should  be  laid 
aside  by  sickness,  how  could  the  work  be 
carried  on  at  all  in  such  a  case  ?  Mean- 
time we  cannot  look  for  any  addition  to 
our  force  till  after  many  long  and  weary 
months.  Oh,  can  it  be  that  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  Scotland  have  been  re- 
freshed by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and 
yet  their  compassion  is  not  stirred  up  for 
the  perishing  heathen  ?  It  is  indeed  only 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest  who  can  send 
forth  labourers  into  his  harvest ;  but 
surely  he  will  fulfil  the  prayers  of  his 
people,  if  they  seek  him  with  earnest 
hearts  and  full  readiness,  to  send  out  and 
support  those  whom  He  makes  willing  to 

Several  patients  in  the  hospital  seem 
considerably  interested,  and  its  beneficial 
influence  is  very  widely  felt.  I  am  happy 
to  say  there  seems  no  reason  to  fear  any 
diminution  of  its  usefulness  in  18G2, 
under  the  new  form  in  which  it  will  be 
carried  on. 

May  God  grant  that  the  new  year, 
begun  again  with  the  united  prayers  of 
the  churches,  may  be  blessed  more' abun- 
dantly than  any  that  have  gone  before. 
Believe  me,  &c, 

Carstairs  Douglas. 


WEST  INDIES.— JAMAICA. 

The  Rev.  Duncan  Forbes  writes  from 
Stirling  on  Nov.  16th: — Twelve  months  ago 
I  sent  you  a  letter,  in  which,  after  narrating 
the  commencement  of  the  Revival  in  this 
village,  I  called  upon  the  Mission  board  to 
rejoice  with  me  at  the  wonderful  work  of 
God  which  had  taken  place,  and  begged 
their  prayers  in  my  own  behalf  and  that  of 
those  in  whose  conversion  I  believed.  In  a 
second  letter  I  entered  into  a  more  detailed 
account  of  the  special  features  of  that  awa- 
kening. My  silence  for  so  many  months 
after  these  stirring  events,  has  not  arisen 
from  indifference.  I  have  been,  on  the  con- 
trary, watching  with  anxiety,  solicitude,  and 
prayer,  the  permanent  results  of  the  marvel- 
lous awakening  which  then  occurred  ;  and 
I  now  feel  bound,  with  adoring  gratitude, 
to  give  you  the  cheering  intelligence,  that 
the  sentiments  expressed  in  those  letters 
have  proved  sound  and  correct.  A  length- 
ened and  severe  test  has  been  endured  by 
our  converts,  in  one  of  the  very  worst  loca- 
lities in  Jamaica,  as  regards  demoralizing  | 


influence  and  conduct,  on  the  part  of  the 
unconverted.  I  have  grounds  then,  for  de- 
vout and  fervent  gratitude,  in  being  able  to 
assure  you,  that  hitherto  our  converts  have 
stood  the  test,  and,  by  God's  grace,  have 
been  enabled  to  preserve  themselves  from 
contamination.  They  have  exhibited  a  firm- 
ness I  little  expected  to  witness,  and  have 
been  most  wonderfully  upheld.  Not  a  single 
case  has  occurred  demanding  Church  dis- 
cipline ;  and  the  tongue  of  slander  has  been 
deprived  of  its  venom,  as  regards  our  con- 
verts, unless  in  one  solitary  instance.  This 
is  most  surprising.  I  have  witnessed,  how- 
ever, the  painful  sight,  of  some  old  and 
heartless  professors  evincing  chagrin*  and 
mortification  at  the  spiritual  life,  zeal,  and 
earnestness  displayed  by  their  near  relations 
and  partners,  and  have  had  to  rebuke  such 
unbecoming  conduct. 

One  of  the  most  distinctive  marks  of 
sound  conversion,  and  which  I  noticed  in 
my  first  letter,  still  exists  in  all  its  vigour 
and  freshness,  viz.,  "Love  to  the  brethren." 
This  "  fruit  of  Spirit"  stands  out  in  clear 
and  touching  demonstration.  I  have  no 
need  to  urge  the  duty  ;  its  exercise  seems 
instinctive  ;  it  beams  in  the  eye,  plays  on 
the  brightened  countenance,  and  breathes 
in  the  deportment  of  the  converts. 

One  of  the  worst  effects  of  slavery  was  to 
be  found  in  the  almost  utter  want  of  sympa- 
thy for  the  sufferings  and  sorrows,  even  of 
nearest  relations.  Among  our  converts, 
however,  a  very  different  spirit  has  been 
evoked  by  the  late  awakening.  It  now  ap- 
pears that  the  negro  can,  under  the  renewing 
of  God's  Spirit,  "rejoice  with  them  that  do 
rejoice,  and  weep  with  them  that  weep."  I 
have  had  the  most  gratifying  evidence  of  this 
delightful  result  of  the  outpouring  of  God's 
Spirit.  Previously,  indeed,  terrible  sickness, 
and  4the  approach  of  death,  would  induce 
friends  to  congregate  in  the  sick  chamber, 
but  rather  to  do  injury  than  good.  Now, 
however,  the  moment  it  is  known  that  any 
one  is  sick  (and  especially  if  a  Christian), 
sympathy  springs  up,  and  our  converts  visit 
expressly  to  nurse,  to  soothe,  and,  when  ca- 
pable, to  read  God's  word  and  pray. 

Allow  me  to  mention  also  another  strik- 
ing fact.  Formerly,  we  had  to  deplore  the 
sullen  obstinacy  displayed  by  servants  and 
members  of  the  Church,  when  counsel,  re- 
buke, or  discipline,  was  demanded.  There 
was  often  seen  the  scornful  cast  of  the  eye, 
the  significant  curl  of  the  lip,  the  proud  toss 
of  the  head,  and  sometimes  the  attitude  of 
unbending  defiance,  in  the  face  of  the  most 
evident  guilt  and  misconduct ;  but  a  great 
change  has  resulted  from  the  Revival,  not 
only  in  the  case  of  converts,  but  among  the 
members  of  the  Church,  and  even  among 
those  who  do  not  pretend  to  have  been  con- 
verted.   The  mighty  energy,  which  moved 
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multitudes  who  neglected  God  and  his  house, 
to  meet  in  his  sanctuary  during  the  time  of 
awakening,  seems  to  have  left  a  subduing 
virtue  up  to  this  hour.  I  have  observed  often 
the  struggling  of  the  olden  obstinacy  in  the 
case  of  some  converts  ;  but  it  was  delightful 
to  mark  the  counter-working  of  a  heavenly 
influence,  until  the  tear  started  to  the  eye, 
and  the  rugged  nature  melted  dewn  m  will- 
ing submission,  and  even  thankfulness,  for 
the  correction  tendered. 

Two  or  three  months  before  the  Revival 
commenced,  a  larger  amount  of  seriousness 
was  evident  under  the  preaching  of  the  gos- 
pel ;  and  I  am  glad  to  say,  it  has  not  only 
continued,  but  deepened.  Indeed,  for  some 
time  back,  on  almost  every  Sabbath,  I  am 
called  upon  to  experience  a  most  painful 
feeling,  from  the  circumstance,  that  before 
I  have  proceeded  far  with  my  discourse,  the 
stillness  of  death  seems  to  pervade  the  con- 
gregation, and  I  seem  as  if  standing  alone 
in  the  house  of  God,  and  speaking  in  an 
empty  church  ;  every  eye  is  gazing  upon 
me  with  intense  interest ;  but  not  a  breath 
nor  a  movement  of  the  body  can  be  detected. 
Prostrations  have  long  since  ceased  with  us  ; 
but,  I  believe,  that  amid  all  the  solemn  at- 
tention to  the  Word  preached,  the  Divine 
Spirit  is  effectually  carrying  home  the  truth 
to  the  heart,  and  watering  it  there.  Visible 
excitement  of  the  body,  seems  to  have  given 
place  to  deep  feeling  and  the  tearful  eye. 

Mr.  Forbes  then  states,  that  the  "  vile 
customs,"  such  as  gambling,  drumming, 
and  fiddling,  carousing,  and  night-dances, 
wakes  and  obeah  practices,  against  which  he 
had  for  three  years  struggled,  have  almost 
disappeared  ;  and  the  village  of  Stirling,  I 
with  its  five -hundred  inhabitants,  is  now  a 
"  peaceable  habitation  j"  and  concludes  with 
the  request,  that  the  home  Church  "  con- 
tinue their  fervent  prayers,  that  the  chief 
Shepherd  may  still  watch  over  the  converts, 
and  carry  on,  even  more  extensively,  the 
glorious  work." — United  Presbyterian  Jlis- 
tionary  Record. 


THE  REV.  BEHARI  LAL  SIXGH. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Rev. 
Behari  Lai  Singh  left  this  country  for 
India  on  the  15th  of  October  last,  for 
the  purposeof  commencing  our  missionary 
operations  in  Rajshai,  a  rural  district  of 
Bengal,  as  explained  in  our  November 
number. 

The  last  mail  from  India  has  brought 
the  intelligence  of  his  safe  arrival  at  Cal-  j 
cutta,  about  the  end  of  December,  and  1 
of  the  cordial  welcome  he  has  met  with 
from  Dr.  Duff  and  the  other  missionary 
brethren  there.    Although  no  meeting  of 


Presbytery  had  been  held  up  to  the  de- 
parture of  the  mail,  Behari  states  that 
Dr.  Duff  had  given  his  entire  consent  to 
his  proceeding  to  Rajshai,  and  establish- 
ing the  mission  at  Rampore  Banleah,  the 
chief  town  of  the  district,  and  Behari 
hopes  to  set  out  for  that  place  about  the 
end  of  January. 

The  spirit  in  which  he  is  entering  on 
the  work  may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  extract  from  his  letter  to  a 
friend.  In  the  valedictory  address  de- 
livered in  Regent-square  Church,  Mr. 
Burns  had  said  of  Behari: — 

"  You  return  among  your  countrymen 
commissioned  by  God,  like  Moses,  when 
he  was  sent  back  from  the  wilderness  to 
proclaim  tidings  to  Israel  of  their  ap- 
proaching deliverance.  You  are  to  speak 
to  them  of  redemption  from  a  worse 
thraldom — to  tell  them  what  He  in  whose 
name  you  come,  and  to  whose  cross  you 
point  them,  has  done  for  you.  And  in 
this  respect  you  stand  on  a  vantage 
ground.  When  they  hear  you  speak  to 
them  in  their  own  tongue,  they  will  keep 
the  more  silence." 

He  writes :  — 

"  Mr.  Burns'  allusion  to  my  appoint- 
ment as  a  missionary  to  my  poor  country- 
men in  the  indigo  districts  was  appro- 
priate and  touching.  May  I  be  humble, 
self-denying,  meek,  and  wise  in  all  my 
demeanour,  so  that  all  around  me  see  that 
Christianity  is  really  '  Glory  to  God  in 
the  highest,  on  earth  peace,  and  good- 
will toward  men."  There  is  much  to 
discourage  us  at  the  outset  of  our  work ; 
but  when  we  read  with  humble  prayer 
the  word  of  God,  our  hearts  are  revived, 
and  we  feel  that  if  we  had  the  gifts  and 
graces  of  his  dear  sen-ants  of  old,  we 
should  always  rejoice  and  take  courage. 
Let  me  again  entreat  the  prayers  of  all 
who  take  an  interest  in  your  mission. 
My  dear  partner  and  myself  feel  that  we 
are  verily  insufficient  for  the  work  we 
have  undertaken  ;  but  what  is  impossible 
with  man  is  possible  with  God,  and  at 
His  command  the  mountain  of  difficulty 
will  become  a  plain." 

In  the  same  humble  yet  trustful  spirit, 
Mrs.  Behari  Lai  Singh  writes  to  a  friend 
as  follows  : — 

"  Calcutta,  January  9th,  1862. 
"  You  will  hear  with  much  pleasure 
and  interest  of  the  safe  return  of  my  dear 
husband  to  his  native  land,  his  missionary 
work,  and  all  else  he  holds  most  dear  to 
him.    His  restoration  to  us  in  a  state  of 
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renewed  health  is  matter  for  great  thank- 
fulness, since  so  many  with  whom  we 
formerly  met  and  held  sweet  intercourse 
have,  during  the  short  period  of  two  years 
and  a  half,  been  called  away  from  earthly 
scenes  ;  but  we  are  yet  prisoners  of  hope. 
I  trust  by  the  grace  of  God  our  future 
useful  and  humble  lives  may  prove  the 
grateful  sense  we  have  of  His  goodness 
towards  us.  *  *  *  *  I  have  heard 
with  great  satisfaction  of  my  husband's 
appointment  to  Rajshai  as  an  ordained 
native  missionary  in  connection  with  the 
English  Presbyterian  Church.  To  the 
Society  who  thus  kindly  sympathise  with 
my  husband  and  now  support  us,  I  offer 
freely  and  willingly  my  humble  aid  in 
the  formation  of  the  female  schools  it 
is  proposed  to  establish  in  these  dis- 
tricts. The  efforts  to  form  a  mission  may 
at  first  be  attended  with  difficulty.  *  * 
*  *  Much,  however,  remains  for  our  en- 
couragement and  support  in  the  precious 
promises  of  the  word  of  God,  '  with 
whom  all  things  are  possible  : ' — '  Not 
by  might  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit 
saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts.'" 

No  response  has  yet  been  made  to  the 
appeal  sent  to  the  Witness  a  short  time 
ago  for  an  European  missionary  to  proceed 
to  Rajshai.  We  beg  that  this  matter  may 
be  brought  before  God  in  earnest  prayer, 
that  in  His  own  time  he  may  raise  up  the 
right  person  for  the  work. 

It  is  evident  that  India  is  now  entering 
n  a  career  of  great  material  prosperity 
and  civilisation.  The  British  Govern- 
ment is  now  thoroughly  in  earnest  in  in- 
troducing measures  of  reform  and  in  aid- 
ing the  development  of  the  resources  of 
the  country.  The  Church  of  Christ 
must  emulate  the  Government  in  its  zeal 
and  activity  by  endeavouring  to  spread 
the  knowledge  of  Christ  and  his  glorious 
Gospel  over  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  land.  Thus  only  can  the  real  welfare 
of  India  be  secured,  andthe  happiness  of 
her  teeming  millions  promoted.  Let  us 
thank  God  that  we  are  permitted  to  share 
in  this  great  work,  and  be  instant  in 
prayer  for  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  on  the  Rajshai  missionary  and  his 
wife,  and  those  to  whom  they  may  con- 
vey the  message  of  salvation. 


SPREAD  OF  THE  GOSPEL  IN 
CHINA. 

We  gladly  insert  the  following,  which 
reached  the   respected  convener  of  the 


Foreign  Missions  Committee  by  a  recent 
mail.  For  a  long  time  past  every  letter 
has  been  a  record  of  progress  ;  and  the 
following,  received  yesterday,  is  a  specimen 
of  those  communications  which  should 
cheer  our  hearts  and  animate  our  prayers. 

Of  six  missionaries  in  China  connected 
with  our  Church,  Messrs.  Douglas  and 
Swanson  are  the  only  two  presently  labour- 
ing at  Annoy.  It  would  be  a  great  comfort 
to  the  Committee  if  they  could  send  forth 
another  to  aid  these  over-burdened 
brethren. 

Amoy,  9th  December,  1861. 

My  Deak  De.  Hamilton, — Since  1  last 
wrote  you  we  have  had  various  additions  to 
our  Church  membership, and  not  afew events 
have  transpired  calculated  to  encourage  the 
hearts  of  our  friends  at  home.  Of  iate  I 
have  been  very  much  in  the  country ; 
indeed,  yesterday  was  the  first  Sabbath,  out 
of  four,  that  I  have  spent  in  Amoy.  Ont  his 
account,  as  well  as  others,  the  interesting 
station  at  Emng-Kaug  has  not  got  that 
amount  of  oversight  which  its  position  and 
intrinsic  importance  would  demand.  How- 
ever, it  is  for  the  Committee  to  consider 
the  position  in  which  we  are  placed — two 
men  for  six  stations  widely  apart. 

The  first  Sabbath  of  this  month  Mr. 
Douglas  and  I  spent  in  Bay-pay.  It  was 
the  communion  Sabbath,  and  matters  of 
very  high  importance  rendered  it  necessary 
that  we  should  both  be  there.  After  ex- 
amining a  large  number  of  inquirers,  the 
Session  decided  that  five  should  be  ad- 
mitted, and  these  I  had  the  privilege  of 
baptizing  on  Sabbath  forenoon.  Of  these  five 
persons,  three  belong  to  our  out-station  at 
Kang-Khan,  and  two  belong  to  our  out-sta- 
tion at  Soa-tau,  the  "  Village  of  the  Sisters." 
Of  the  Kang-Khan  three,  two  are  females, 
the  other  a  male,  a  young  man.  One  of 
the  females  is  aged  seventy-one,  and  has 
been  an  inquirer  now  for  upwards  of  a 
year.  The  other  female  is  mother  of  the 
young  man  who  was  baptized  at  the  same 
time,  and  wife  of  one  of  our  original 
members  at  Kang-Khan.  It  was  a  deeply 
interesting  sight  to  see  mother  and  son 
stand  up  thus  side  by  side,  and  together 
profess  their  faith  in  Jesus.  This  very 
considerable  addition  to  the  Bay-pay  con- 
gregation has  been  very  encouraging  to  our- 
selves, and  has,  I  believe,  left  a  very  favour- 
able |  impression  on  the  minds  of  all  our 
members  in  that  wide  district.  This  con- 
gregation, with  its  two  out-stations,  is 
enough  for  any  single  missionary  to  work  or 
oversee ;  on  the  one  side  is  Kang-Khan,  at 
a  distance  of  eight  miles,  with  a  dozen  or 
more  members  ;  on  the  other,  Soa-tau, 
with  ten  or  eleven  members,  and  inquirers 
t )  the  number  of  twenty  or  thirty.    At  the 
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same  time,  in  Bay -pay,  I  baptized  the  two 
children  of  one  of  our  deacons  there. 

Mr.  Douglas  left  me  for  Auhai,  imme- 
diately after  our  return  from  ;  Bay-pay. 
The  brethren  there  have  again  been 
called  on  to  Buffer  persecution.  A  fire 
broke  out  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
chapel,  and  only  one  or  two  doors  removed 
from  it.  According  to  a  barbarous  custom 
of  these  people  on  such  occasions,  the 
chapel  was  entered,  and  almost  everything 
it  contained  was  taken  away.  The  ostensi- 
ble reason  for  this  custom  is  a  capital  one  : 
it  is  done  to  save  the  household  goods,  lest 
the  fire  destroy  them  ;  but,  of  course,  the 
said  goods  are  never  again  visible. 

We  had  intended  both  to  go  to  Anhai 
for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  for 
the  ordination  of  office-bearers,  but  this  at 
present  we  could  not  attain. 

Chang-chew  still  continues  to  be  inte- 
rested in  the  gospel.    There  are  now  about 


thirty  inquirers  there,  and  soon  we  hope  to 
have  the  ordinance  of  baptism  dispensed  in 
the  chapel  there. 

At  Pe-chuia  also  there  are  a  number  of 
inquirers,  some  of  whom  we  have  every 
prospect  of  being  able  to  receive  at  the 
ensuing  communion. 

Excuse  me  when  I  make  bold  again  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  our 
situation  here.  Two  missionaries  cannot 
overtake  this  work,  not  to  speak  of  attempt- 
ing to  reach  the  untouched  fields  beyond. 
Mr.  Douglas  and  I  have  heen  unable  to  do 
almost  anything  except  attend  to  our 
already  established  congregations.  We 
now  appeal  to  the  Committee  and  the 
Church,  assured  that  if  they  saw  as  we  see, 
and  felt  as  we  felt,  they  could  not  leave  us 
without  assistance. — I  am,  &c. 

W.  S.  Swaxsox. 


Cnmspratanrt 


A  SUGGESTION  FOR  THE 
BICENTENARY,  ft 

To  the  Editor  of  the  English  Presbyterian  Metsenger. 

Dear  Sir,— Monuments  of  marble 
or  brass  we  don't  desire  to  raise,  and 
a  thousand  churches  we  are  not  able 
to  build,  but  a  step  in  advance  may, 
and  I  hope  will,  be  taken  in  relation  to 
our  Theological  Hall  and  Home  | 
Mission  Scheme.  As  a  memorial  of 
1662,  could  not  the  Presbyterian 
Church  send  out  twelve  ordained 
evangelists  to  preach  the  Gospel  in 
England,  and  resolve  to  keep  up  their 
number  in  the  field  as  long  as,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  they  were  able  and  might 
deem  it  expedient  ?  Where  are  the 
men 


.  Could  not  the  Free,  United, 

and  Irish  Presbyterian  Church  afford 
four  men  each  for  the  good  work? 
How  are  they  to  be  supported  ?  Could 
not  these  churches  afford  £1,000  each 
towards  their  support  annually,  and 
the  Presbyterians  in  England  make  up 
the  remainder  ?  How  would  they  be 
superintended  ?  Could  not  the  Presby- 
terians of  the  English  and  United 
Presbyterian  bodies  in  England  agree 
on  a  plan  of  superintendence,  and 
could  not  the  Synods  and  Assemblies 
in  Scotland  and  Ireland  place  confi- 


dence in  the  wisdom  of  their  brethren 
here?    Where  would  they  labour? 
In  the  large  towns  of  the  kingdom, 
and  in  the  smaller  towns  and  villages, 
where  there  might  be  special  destitu- 
tion.   How  would  the  people  brought 
together  by  their  labours  be  disposed 
of  afterwards  ?  In  small  towns  and  vil- 
lages it  might  not  be  prudent  to  attempt 
the  opening  of  stations  with  a  constant 
supply  of  teaching ;  but  our  object  is 
gained  if  souls  are  saved.     In  the 
metropolis,  where  there  is  room  for 
many   labourers,   in   the  provincial 
capitals,  and  in  populous  towns,  preach- 
ing stations  might  at  once  be  opened, 
and  these,  in  due  time,  would  develop 
themselves  in  infant  congregations. 
To  what  portion  of  the  Church  would 
these  join  themselves  ?    To  the  various 
Presbyteries  of  the  English  and  United 
Presbyterian  Churches,  according  as 
locality,  or  choice,  or  convenience  in 
any  way  might  direct. 

I  don't  propose;  I  humbly  and 
prayerfully  suggest. 
1  The  carrying  out  of  this,  or  some 
i  such  idea,  in  this,  or  in  any  other 
more  becoming  way,  would  be  a  me- 
morial, though  a  small  one,  to  the 
"outed"  silenced,  and  persecuted 
Presbyterians  of  Bartholomew  16G2. 
It  would  be  a  memorial  to  which  every 
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Christian  minister  and  man  should  bid 
"God  speed."  It  would  be  a  living 
memorial.  It  would  be  a  lasting  me- 
morial, "are  perenwms."     It  would 


be  a  memorial  on  which  we  might 
inscribe  "glory  to  God  and  goodwill 
to  man." 

Maciascab.  j 


3M\m  if  atonfar: 


Memoir  of  ilie  Rev  Henry  W rigid.  By 
his  Son.  Edinburgh  :  Edmonston  and 
Douglas.  1862. 

Amongst  our  recollections  of  Edinburgh, 
and  of  the  happy  days  we  once  spent  there, 
few  memories  are  to  us  more  vivid  than  that 
of  the  tall,  manly  form  of  Henry  Wright, 
standing  in  his  little  moveable  wooden  pulpit 
at  the  top  of  the  Canongate,  discoursing  on 
the  love  and  salvation  of  Jesus  to  the  many 
hundreds  of  poor,  careless  sinners  who 
assembled  around  him.  And  we  remember, 
too,  having  gone  into  his  little  chapel  in 
Richmond  Place,  and  heard  him,  with  all 
the  affection  of  a  father,  point  the  anxious 
ones,  who  followed  him  thither  from  the 
street,  to  the  Lamb  of  God  as  their  only 
hope.  It  is,  therefore,  with  peculiar  in- 
terest we  peruse  the  brief  memoir  of  this 
good  man.  It  is  the  record  of  a  life  pos- 
sessing many  features  not  only  worthy 
of,  but  capable  of,  being  imitated  by  most 
Christians.  The  lives  of  some  are  too 
gifted,  or  too  peculiar,  for  general  imitation. 
But  here  is  a  man,  great  certainly,  not 
by  naturally  transcendent  gifts,  but  by 
having  turned  ordinary  "abilities"  to  the 
very  highest  and  best  account.  How  he 
was  trained  for  the  bar  and  practised  suc- 
cessfully ;  how  heartily  he  lived  for  and 
enjoyed  the  world  for  a  season  ;  how  he  was 
converted,  his  views  and  aims  thereby  com- 
pletely changed ;  how  he  relinquished  the 
bar,  and  devoted  himself  to  visiting  the 
poor,  and  expounding  the  Scriptures  to 
them,  until  he  was  interdicted  by  the  Es- 
tablished Church,  of  which  he  was  then 
an  elder;  how  he  became  a  Congregation- 
alist  minister,  and  spent  a  long  and  useful 
life  as  such  in  Edinburgh  ;  and  how  he  was 
the  means  of  rescuing  many  an  erring  one 
from  the  paths  of  the  destroyer,  and  of  lead- 
ing sinners  to  the  feet  of  Jesus,  is  all  briefly 
and  interestingly  told  in  a  little  volume  of 
200  pages.  Henry  Wright  has  more  imita- 
tors now — in  so  far  as  he  expounded  the 


Gospel  to  the  poor — than  in  the  first  days 
of  his  ministry  ;  and  we  trust  this  interest- 
ing record  of  his  life  will  be  the  means  of 
raising  up  many  more. 

Carine   Steinhurgh.     An  Autobiography. 
London  :  William  Tweedie. 

This  is  a  well  written  tale,  describing  with 
touching  and  too  truthful  exactness  the 
stealthy  inroads  of  intemperance  into  a  once 
happy  home,  of  the  blasting  of  early  hopes, 
and  the  ultimate  ruin  of  a  once  loving  and 
loveable  pair.  Would  that  it  all  were 
only  a  tale,  and  had  fewer  counterparts 
in  life. 

First  Words  on  Temperance.  Tweedie. 

A  lecture  delivered  by  Mr.  Maguire, 
in  Exeter  Hall,  at  the  request  of  the 
National  Temperance  League.  Those 
who  know  Mr.  Maguire  will  certainly  ex- 
pect that  such  a  lecture  will  be  characterised 
by  heartiness,  pith,  point,  and  humour  ; 
and  so  it  is.  He  deals  with  many  of  the 
objections  of  those  who  differ  from  him 
in  a  very  candid  and  conclusive  manner, 
and  we  trust  his  lecture  may  have  a  wide 
circulation. 

Old  Jonathan  for  February  contains  a 
beautiful  portrait  of  the  late  Dr.  Carey, 
with  views  of  the  dwelling-house  and  shoe- 
shop  he  occupied  in  his  early  days.  The 
contents  of  the  number,  too,  are  varied  and 
excellent. 

We  like  the  present  number  of  the 
Eclectic  (Ward).  The  selection  of  the 
subjects  is  good;  but  we  think  one  or  two 
of  the  articles  are  rather  too  racy — not 
of  the  "  soil,"  but  of  short  time. 

Young  England  (Tweedie)  promises 
to  be  an  ably  conducted  and  beautifully 
illustrated  monthly  for  the  young.  The 
second  number  is  good  ;  but  it  is  adapted 
for  young  persons — not  for  children. 
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;  Juvenile  Missionary  Association,  Trinity, 

Manchester  £5 

Sabbath  School  Missionary  Box,  John 
Knox,  Newcastle  1 


5  0 


3  0 
0  0 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

Donation  from  the  Rev.  Fred.  Sanileman, 
Liverpool  £1,000  0 

Donation  from  a  Friend,  John  Knox 
Church,  Stepney  1 

Donation  from  Mr.  Bowman  and  family 
(additional; ,  Trinity  Church,  De  Beau- 
voir  Town  3 


0  0 


STATE  OF  EELIGIOX. 
The  conveners  feel  anxious  that  this 

Subject  should  OCCUpy,  in  the  mind  of  Sabbath"  SchoolMissionary Box,Islington, 
the  church,  that  place  which  its  vital   Collection— Birkenhead  .  15 

importance  demands. 

And,  at  a  time  like  the  present,  when 
throughout  the  churches  of  Christ,  in 
this  and  in  other  lands,  there  is  a 
growing  and  urgent  desire  that  the 
power  of  godliness  may  mightily  pre- 
vail, and  be  seen  discovering  itself 
amid  labours  of  love  and  the  fruits  of  Birdhopecraig-Coilection 
the  Spirit ;  at  such  a  time,  it  seems  FOR  INDIA, 

but  reasonable  to  entertain  the  hope  Donation  from  a  Friend,  John  Knox 
that  there  will  be  this  year  a  general     Chnrch>  ste^ 100 

response  from  the  ministers  and  Sessions      %*  The  above  contributions  to  Foreign  Missions, 
Of  Our  church  On  the  subject  of  the  State   "hich  flhould  hare  appeared  in  the  November 
n     ••   •       .,  ,      ,    J     ,      i  number,  were  omitted  bv  an  unfortunate  oversight. 

ot  religion  throughout  our  borders. 

The  brethren  are  earnestly  solicited  foreign  missions. 

to  send  Such  communications  touching  1  Brompton-Mr.  John  Penfold       .  .076 

on  the  spiritual  condition  of  their  people  Crookham— Collection    .     .     .  .320 

39   mav  sppm   tr>  tripm   nrrvnpr       Anrl     Liverpool— Canning  Street  Association  .  19    3  0 

as  may  seem  to  tnem  proper.    Ana,  —Mfogton  Sabbath  School    .  ■  9  " 

especially,  where  there  are  instances  of  Birkenhead— St.  Andrew's  Association  . 
divine  grace  working  and  triumphing    Hanley— Juvenile    Missionary  Assotia- 

in  the  hearts  of  those  who  "have  passed  Chester-Collection '. 

from  death  unto  life',"  it  is  suggested   London— Regent  Square  Sabbath  Schools 

that  the  recording  of  some  of  these  india  mission 

might  prove  instrumental  in  doing  great 

good  throughout  our  church,  stirring  n^*™  Sabbath  School .     -     .  . 

ZL  ■  i        .  .  P.,        „        ,  ,     ,,  I.'.mdon — Regent  Siiuarc  fcabbath  Schools 

the  hearts  alike  of  pastors  and  ot  people 
to  renewed  prayerfulness,  and  to  more 
fervent  diligence  in  the  work  of  Christ. 

The  conveners  request  that  any  com- 
munication may  be  transmitted  to  either 
of  them  by  the  loth  of  April,  and  it  is  ! 
their  earnest  desire  that  they  may  be 
in  a  position  to  bring  before  the  Synod  1862 


23  11 


CORFU  MISSION. 
Liverpool— Islington  Sabbath  School 


10  5  7 
3  17  0 
5    0  0 


10  5 
2  12  11 


2  12  6 


James  E.  Mathiesox, 

Joint  Treasurer. 


77,  Lombard  Street,  London,  E.C. 

COLLEGE  FUND. 


Such  records  of  the  power  and  grace  of  Jan.'  24.  By_payment  to  account  from 

a  risen  Saviour  as  will  constrain  the 
assembled  brethren  to  thank  God  and 
to  take  courage. 

Patrick  L.  aTillee,  \  Joint 
George  B.  Blake,    J  conveners. 

KeKcastle-on-Tync,  Feb.  17,  1862. 


COLLECTIONS  AND  DONATIONS. 

HOME  MISSION  FUND. 

A  ssociation — Chester      .      .      .       .£2  110 
„  Canning  Street,  Liverpool  21  14  0 

„  Birkenhead       .       .      .  32  19  6 


0  0 


0  0 


Hampstead  Association,  per 
Mr.  Garden   ...  £10 

29.  Collection  —  Canning  Street, 
Liverpool,  by  Mr.  Archibald 
Ferguson       .       .       .       .  23  12 

,,  Contribution  from  a  friend  in 
Cheshire,  by  Mr.  T.  Mathe- 
aon  5 

30.  Canning  Street,  Liverpool, 
Association,  by  Mr.  Robert 

Crooks  10 

Feb.  Jl,  Collected  through  Sabbath 
School  Mission  Box,  John 
Knox,  Newcastle,  per  Mr. 
Walter  Nesbit 

4.  Collection — Trinity,  De  Bean- 

voir  Town,  by  Mr.  Thomas 

Paulin  10  11  11 

5.  Postage-stamps  (Durham  post- 

mark)    .      .       .      •       .   0  10  0 


2  li  3 
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PRESBYTERIES  PROCEEDINGS. 


1862. 

Feb.  14.  Birkenhead  Association,  by  Mr. 

William  Walker      .      .       £15  10 
15.  Collection — Gateshead,  by  Mr. 

James  Murray      .      .  .20 
,,  Collection  —  Tweedmouth,  by 

Rev.  A.  Cant .      .       .       .   0  14 
18.  The  following  by  Mr.  "William 
Tulloch,  from  Trinity  Church, 
De  Beauvoir  Town : — 
Association  .      .£4  0 


Mrs.  Chambers 
Mr.  Rutherford 
Mrs.  Mcintosh 
Mr.  Gillespie 
Mr.  Henderson 
Mr.  Tulloch 
J  Mr.  Marr  . 
Mr.  Laing  . 
Mr.  Gray  . 
Mr.  Glover . 


1  1 
1  1 

1  1 

2  2 
0  10 
0  10 

0  10 

1  1 

2  2 
1  1 


The    following    from  Trinity 
Church,     Manchester,  per 
Geo.  Stewart : — 
Part  of  a  Collec- 
tion .       .      .  10  10  0 
Association  .       .  14   0  0 


15   0  0 


20.  Collection,  —  Baving- 
ton,    per  William 
Turnbull        .       .  3 
Thos.  Hedley,  Esq., 
per  Wm,  Turnbull .  1 


2   10  0 


Ahchd.  T, 


26,  Poultry,  London,  TS.C. 


■■          4  5 

Ritchie, 
Treasurer. 


SYNOD  SCHOOL  FUND. 


Marylebone  Church,  London  •      .  . 

Crookham  

Chester  

Canning  Street,  Liverpool 

St.  Andrew's  Birkenhead,  per  Associa- 
tion   

Trinity  Church,  Manchester 

Trinity  Church,  De  Beauvoir  Town,  per 
Association  3 


15  14 
5  0 


8  6 


67,  New  Bond  Street,  W. 


Jno.  Johnstone, 

Treasurer. 


sympathy  under  tlie  sudden  and  affecting 
bereavement  with  which,  in  the  mysterious 
providence  of  God,  your  Majesty  has  so 
recently  been  visited. 

"  In  common  withourloyal  fellow-subjects 
throughout  your  Majesty's  wide  dominions, 
we  cannot  but  grieve  in  your  grief  under 
the  mournful  dispensation  which  has  de- 
prived you  of  the  husband  of  your  youth, 
and  of  one  so  well  fitted  by  his  highly  cul- 
tivated and  richly  endowed  intellect  to  be 
the  companion  and  counsellor  of  your  Ma- 
jesty, to  guide  you  in  times  of  difficulty, 
and  to  sustain  you  by  his  sympathies  under 
the  'weighty  cares  and  responsibilities  of 
your  exalted  station.    We  feel  that  by  his 
early  death,  literature,  art,  and  science  have 
lost  an  enlightened  and  munificent  patron, 
the  Christian  Church  a  large-minded  and 
right-hearted    Protestant,  and  society  an 
exalted  model  of  moral  virtues,  as  well  as 
your  Majesty  an  affectionate  husband,  and 
your  children  a  wise  and  loving  father.  And, 
while  we  mourn  his  departure,  we  most 
earnestly  pray  that  He  whose  Divine  office 
it  is  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  and  to 
comfort  those  that  mourn,  may  sustain  your 
Majesty  with  consolations  more  soothing 
and  soul-strengthening  than  human  sym- 
pathy can  possibly  impart. 

"  Signed,  this  fourth  day  of  February, 
1862,  in  name,  presence,  and  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  Synod, 

"James  Blythe,  Moderator." 
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S  ADDRESS  TO 
QUEEN. 

Synod,  called  by  the 
James  Blythe,  of  Bran 
ewcastle,  on  the  4th  of 
following  loyal  address 
unanimously  agreed  to, 
was  requested  to  trans- 
quarter  for  presentation. 


"  TO  THE  QUEEN'S  MOST  EXCEL- 
LENT MAJESTY, 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"We,  the  ministers  and  elders  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  England,  in  Synod 
assembled,  desire  to  approach  your  Majesty 
with  feelings  of  profound  and  respectful 


PRESBYTERY  OF  NEWCASTLE. 

THIS  Presbytery  met,  by  adjournment, 
in  the  John  Knox  Church,  on  the  11th 
February,  and  was  duly  constituted  by  the 
moderator. 

Present:— The  Rev.  George  B.  Blake, 
moderator;  Messrs.  Jeffrey,  Mackenzie, 
Brown,  Black,  Anderson,  and  Reid, 
ministers  ;  with  Messrs.  Freeman,  Sisson, 
Taylor,  and  Col.  Barnes,  elders. 

The  minute  of  last  meeting  was  read 
and  sustained.  Reason  of  Mr.  Miller's 
absence — continued  indisposition — was  sus- 
tained. 

The  Clerk  reported  that  the  Committee 
appointed  by  this  Presbytery,  at  last  meet- 
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ing,  to  confer  with  the  Committees  of  the 
Berwick  and  Northumberland  Presbyteries, 
in  regard  to  a  "Debt  Extinction  and  Build- 
ing Fund  "  for  the  whole  Church,  had  met 
said  Committees,  and  that  they  had  agreed 
to  recommend  to  their  several  Presbyteries 
to  overture  the  Synod  on  this  subject,  and 
submitted  an  overture  which  the  Presbytery 
agreed  to  transmit  to  the  Synod.  Messrs. 
Miller  and  Jeffrey  were  appointed  to  support 
the  overture. 

A  call  from  Wark  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Andrew  Wilson,  probationer  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland,  was  then  laid  on  the 
table.  Mr.  Wilson's  license  by  the  Free 
Presbytery  of  Brechin  was  laid  on  the 
table  and  read  ;  and  he  was  admitted  as  a 
probationer  within  the  bounds.  It  was 
moved,  and  agreed  unanimously,  that  the 
Presbytery  concur  in  and  sustain  the  case. 
Mr.  Wilson  being  present,  and  the  modera- 
tor having  put  the  case  into  his  hands,  he 
stated  his  acceptance  thereof.  Whereupon  ] 
the  following  subjects  of  trial  were  pre- 
scribed to  him,  viz.  : — Latin  thesis,  "  Num 
unum  idemque  foedus  fuerit  sub  utroque 
testamento  ;"  Greek  exegesis,  Gal.  v.  10  — 
15;  Lecture,  Luke  xviii.  9 — 14;  Popular 
sermon,  Isaiah  lv.  3  ;  Homily,  Matt.  x.  16  ; 
Church  history,  3rd  and  4th  centuries ; 
Theology,  The  Priestly  Work  of  Christ; 
Hebrew  examination,  Isaiah  liii.  ;  Greek 
examination,  New  Testament  ad.  ap.  lib. 
And  these  trials  were  appointed  to  be 
delivered  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
March. 

The  Falstone  District  School  Schedules 
were  laid  on  the  table,  examined,  and  or- 
dered to  be  attested. 

Mr.  Jeffrey  then  reported  that  he  had 
been  informed  that  the  congregation  at 
Hexham  had  resolved  to  join  themselves 
to  the  United  Presbyterian  Congregation 
there,  and  laid  on  the  table  a  series  of 
resolutions  come  to  at  a  meeting,  pur- 
porting to  be  a  meeting  of  the  English 
Presbyterian  Church  and  Congregation  at 
Hexham,  to  that  effect ;  but  of  which  meet- 
ing he,  as  moderator  of  the  Hexham  Session, 
had  got  no  notice. 

A  commission  in  favour  of  Messrs.  Thos 
P.  Dod  and  George  Bell,  from  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  at  said  meeting  to  carry 
out  their  intention  of  union,  appointing 
them  to  appear  before  the  Presbytery  this 
day,  "  To  communicate  to  the  Presbytery 
the  steps  which  the  congregation  and 
Committee  have  taken  in  regard  to  the 
union,"  was  laid  on  the  table,  read,  and 
sustained. 

The  clerk  also  laid  on  the  table  a  scries 
of  resolutions  which  had  been  sent  to  him 
to  be  laid  before  the  Presbytery,  headed, 
"Basis  of  union  agreed  upon  at  a  joint 
meeting  of  the  Committees  of  the  English 


Presbyterian,  and  United  Presbyterian  Con- 
gregations at  Hexham." 

Both  sets  of  resolutions  were  read ;  and 
the  commissioners  having  been  heard,  were 
removed.  After  deliberation,  it  was  moved 
and  seconded,  "  That  the  meeting  above 
referred  to  having  been  held  without  any 
notice  given  to  the  moderator  of  session 
appointed  by  this  Presbytery,  was  wholly 
irregular,  and  that  the  Presbytery  record  on 
their  minutes  their  strong  protest  against 
the.  whole  proceedings  of  said  meeting  and 
its  Committees. 

It  was  also  moved  and  seconded,  "That 
the  Presbytery  take  measures  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  adherents  of  the  English 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Hexham  ;  and  that 
Messrs.  Dod  and  Bell  be  required  to 
submit  to  this  Presbytery  all  documents 
belonging  to  the  church  and  congregation 
at  Hexham  for  their  examination. 

On  a  vote,  the  second  motion  carried — 
Messrs.  Jeffrey  and  Sisson  dissenting. 

Mr.  Jeffrey  then  tendered  his  resignation 
of  the  moderatorship  of  the  Hexham  Session, 
which  was  accepted. 

The  fallowing  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  ascertain  the  number  of  our 
adherents  in  Hexham,  and  report  to  next 
meeting,  viz.,  Messrs.  Mackenzie  and 
Reid,  with  Mr.  Thomas  Taylor,  elder — Mr. 
Reid  convener. 
The  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer. 

PEESBYTEBT  OF  BEBWICK. 

This  Presbytery  met  at  Bankhill  Church, 
Berwick-on-Tweed,  on  the  4th  February. 
The  Rev.  Peter  Thomson,  moderator. 
'Sederunt :  The  moderator,  Messrs.  Munro, 
Terras,  Robinson,  Cant,  Valence,  and 
McLean,  ministers.  The  Report  the 
Debt  Extinction  and  Building  Scheme 
being  called  for,  Mr.  Thomson  requested 
leave  of  the  Presbytery  to  delay  giving  in 
this  Report  till  next  meeting  of  Presbytery, 
which  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Thomson  gave 
notice  that  at  next  meeting  he  would  sub- 
mit an  overture  to  the  Synod  in  reference 
to  a  Debt  Extinction  and  Building  Fund; 
and  also  gave  notice  for  Mr.  Fraser  of  the 
following  notices  of  motions,  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Presbytery  at  next  meeting : — 
1.  "That  every  Session  within  the  bounds 
be  strictly  enjoined  to  elect  and  send  a 
Presbytery  elder."  2.  "That  such  elder 
be  directed  to  attend  meetings  of  Presbytery 
as  regularly  as  ho  can."  3.  "  That  every 
minister  who  is  either  absent  or  late  when 
the  meetings  of  Presbytery  are  held,  shall 
be  questioned  by  the  moderator  as  to  the 
cause  of  his  irregularity,  and  if  his  excuse 
should  not  be  considered  satisfactory,  that 
he  be  rebuked  or  fined,  as  may  be  thought 
most  for  edification.' 
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School  Schedules  from  Lowiek,  Berwick,  I 
Ancroft  Moor,  Tweedmouth,  Horncliffe,  j 
and  North  Sunderland,  vrere  produced,  I 
examined,  and  attested.  Messrs.  Cant  and  ' 
McLean  reported  that  Mr.  Robert  Darling, 
teacher  elect  at  Ancroft  Moor,  and  Mr. 
James  Reid,  teacher  elect  at  Tweedmouth, 
had  been  examined,  and  were  found  well . 
qualified.  The  Presbytery  confirmed  the 
appointments.  Adjourned,  to  meet  at 
Bankhill  Church,  Berwick-on-Tweed,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  April  next,  at  twelve 
noon. 

PEESBYIEET  OF  BIRMINGHAM. 

This  Presbytery  met  at  Cheltenham  on 
January  23rd. 

Sederunt — Revs.  Dr.  Mackenzie  (mode- 
rator),1 Dr.  Steel,  Macpherson,  Crole  and 
Lewis,  ministers,  with  Messrs  Moodey  and 
Williams,  elders. 

The  minute  relative  to  the  proposed 
translation  of  Dr.  Steel  having  been  read, 
the  edict  was  returned  duly  attested. 
Parties  having  been  called,  there  appeared 
for  the  Colonial  Committee  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland,  Dr  John  Bonar,  con- 
vener thereof ;  for  the  Session  at  Chelten- 
ham, Messrs.  Lamb,  Hunter,  and  Williams  ; 
for  the  Congregational  Committee,  Mr. 
Ward  ;  and  for  the  Congregation,  Messrs. 
Nutt,  Workman,  Esson,  Bryant,  and 
M'Creith.  Dr.  Steel  appeared  on  his  own 
behalf. 

The  reasons  of  translation  having  been 
read  by  the  clerk,  Dr.  Bonar  and  the  other 
parties  in  the  case,  including  Dr.  Steel 
himself,  severally  addressed  the  Presbytery. 

Parties  being  removed,  it  was  moved  by 
the  Rev.  G.  Lewis,  and  unanimously 
agreed  to,  "  That  the  Presbytery,  having 
heard  and  duly  considered  the  reasons  of 
translation  and  statements  of  parties,  and 
especially  the  frank  expression  of  his  views 
by  Dr.  Steel,  hereby  agree  to  his  translation 
from  Cheltenham  to  Macquarrie-street  con' 
gregation,  Sydney,  and  declare  the  congrega 
tion  at  Cheltenham  to  be  vacant  on  and  after 
the  third  Sabbath  in  February.  At  the  same 
time  they  cannot  part  with  a  brother  so 
beloved,  without  testifying  their  warm 
regard  and  esteem  for  him,  their  strong 
sense  of  the  ability,  diligence,  piety,  and 
faithfulness  which  has  marked  his  minis 
terial  labours,  and  their  cordial  desire  and 
prayer,  that  in  his  future  field  of  labour 
God  may  continue  to  grant  him  a  rich  and 
abundant  blessing  ;  and  they  further  record 
their  sympathy  with  the  congregation  at 
Cheltenham  in  the  loss  sustained  by  his 
removal." 

The  resolution  having  been  formally 
intimated,  parties  acquiesced,  and  Dr. 
Bonar  craved  extracts,  which  were  granted. 


The  Rev.  G.  Lewis  was  appointed  to  in- 
timate the  vacancy,  and  to  preside  as 
moderator,  pro.  tern,  of  Session  at  Chelten- 
ham during  the  vacancy. 

The  Session  Records  and  Congregational 
Books  of  Cheltenham  were  examined  and 
attested. 

The  Presbytery  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Broad-street,  Birmingham,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  March,  at  11  o'clock. 
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TRANSLATION  OF  THE  REV.  DR. 
STEEL,  OF  CHELTENHAM. 

It  was  with  deep  regret,  in  which  many 
readers  will  share,  that  we  first  learned  of 
the  proposed  translation  of  Dr.  Steel  to 
the  Free  Church  Congregation  in  Sydney, 
Australia.  The  Presbytery  of  Birmingham 
met  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Chelten- 
ham, on  the  28th  of  January,  to  dispose  of 
the  call,  when  Dr.  Bonar  appeared  as  the 
representative  of  the  Colonial  Committee 
of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  As  the 
very  interesting  address  delivered  by  Dr. 
Steel  on  that  occasion  contains  a  very  full 
statement  of  the  case  and  present  state 
of  the  congregation  he  is  about  to  leave, 
we  reprint  it  almost  entire  : — 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Steel,  who  appeared  to 
be  painfully  affected  by  the  occasion,  then 
addressed  the  Presbytery.  He  said : — 
"  Moderator, — In  giving  my  judgment  on 
this  proposed  translation  to  a  distant  sphere, 
a  very  painful  duty  is  before  me.  The 
invitation  came  to  me  unsolicited  by  me 
or  by  anyone  acting  for  me.  It  never  once 
came  into  my  mind  that  I  should  go  to 
Australia.  When,  therefore,  Mr.  Adam, 
the  Commissioner  from  Syduey,  intro- 
duced the  matter  to  me,  he  was  as  the 
man  of  Macedonia,  making  the  appeal, 
"  Come  over  and  help  us."  The  vision  at 
Troas  did  not  more  surprise  the  Apostle  of 
the  Gentiles  than  did  this  appeal  and  ap- 
pearance of  the  Australian  deputy  surprise 
me.  I  was  not  at  all  contemplating  a 
change,  and  had  not  expressed  a  desire 
for  one.  I  had  plans  arranged,  and  many 
preparations  made  for  years  of  labour, 
should  it  have  pleased  God  to  spare  me, 
in  Cheltenham.  I  had  an  affectionate 
people,  an  agreeable  sphere,  much  en- 
couragement, and  many  opportunities  of 
usefulness.  But  the  providential  nature  of 
this  application  impressed  me,and.demanded 
consideration.  I  could  not  treat  it  lightly, 
still  less  put  it  aside  in  ignorance,  for 
ignorant  I  was  of  the  Church  in  New  South 
Wales.  Without  at  all  committing  myself, 
I  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  further  inquiry. 
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These  inquiries  were  addressed  to  the  Com- 
missioners, to  the  Kev.  Dr.  Bonar,  who 
presides  over  the  Colonial  Committee  of 
the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  and  several 
others — fathers  and  brethren  in  Scotland 
and  England.  From  all  of  them  I  re- 
ceived great  courtesy  and  help,  especially 
from  Mr.  Adam,  who  volunteered  to  visit  j 
me  here  and  confer  with  me  on  the  mattter,  j 
and  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bonar,  whose  com- 1 
munications  have  been  full,  considerate,  I 
earnest,  and  urgent.  I  felt  also  desirous 
of  knowing  the  views  of  the  former  minis- 
ter, now  in  this  country,  and  received  from 
him  courteous  and  kind  replies.  All  who 
knew  anything  of  me  and  of  the  sphere, 
wrote  with  evident  consciousness  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  position,  and  of  my  fitness 
for  it.  Dr.  James  Hamilton  thus  wrote: — 
'  I  do  not  wonder  at  your  having  been 
asked  to  go  to  Sydney,  and  if  you  went,  no 
one  would  have  any  right  to  blame  or  won- 
der. The  sphere  is  so  wide,  the  charge  so 
important ;  it  is  so  desirable  that  some  of  the 
best  men  should  be  at  the  laying  of  the 
foundations  of  that  new  empire,  and  with 
your  literary  habits  aud  comprehensive 
affinities,  you  are  the  manner  of  man  who 
would  be  a  great  acquisition  to  the  ministry 
there,  and  who,  I  think,  would  be  specially 
welcome.'  The  Rev.  W.  Chalmers,  who 
it  appears  had  been  one  of  those  who 
suggested  me,  wrote,  1 1  named  you  as  one 
whom  I  thought  eminently  qualified  for 
the  position.  That  position  I  deemed  a 
very  important  one  ;  and  were  I  a  younger 
man,  orfree  to  leave  my  present  post,  I  should 
not  scruple  to  go.'  Dr.  Candlish,  who  was 
kind  enough  to  make  some  inquiry  at  my 
request,  thus  wrote  : — '  It  does  seem  to  me 
to  present  a  noble  opportunity  of  useful- 
ness. So  far  as  I  can  gather,  you  would 
take  at  once  a  high  and  influential  posi- 
tion I  would  be  inclined  to  say  that 

were  I  open  to  a  call  to  go  abroad,  I  know 
none  that  would  tempt  me  more.'  Another 
friend  of  many  years  replied  : — 'You  may  be 
sure  I  would  be  the  last  man  to  wish  to  see 
you  expatriated  ;  but  I  must  acknowledge 
that  the  Colonial  claim  is  urgent,  and  the 
opening  in  Providence  to  exercise  a  healthy 
formative  influence  on  the  prospects  of  a 
great  new  country,  is  such  as  to  make 
your  decision  tremble  in  the  balance.  The 
opportunity  of  stepping  into  a  first  position 
in  such  a  sphere,  is  not  a  matter  to  be 
lightly  set  aside.  It  is  a  question  of  very 
serious  moment  whether  some  of  our  ablest 
men,  and  especially  men  of  popular  gifts, 
should  not  go  to  the  great  centres  of  in- 
fluence in  the  Colonies.'  Another,  a  co- 
presbyter  of  former  years,  says  : — '  If  I 
were  a  Commissioner  from  the  Sydney 
congregation  I  could  make  out  a  very 
strong  case — a  case  that  no  Presbytery 


could  refuse  to  recognise  as  good  and. 
sufficient  for  translation."  The  former 
minister  of  the  church  said:  —  "I  could 
not  desire  a  more  agreeable  sphere  of  use- 
fulness in  the  colonies  than  Sydney.  I 
had  the  greatest  comfort  in  ministering  to 
my  people  ;  they  were  warmly  attached  to 
me,  as  they  testified  at  my  departure,  and 
while  I  was  with  them  they  uniformly 
manifested  a  great  desire  for  my  comfort. 
If  the  Head  of  the  Church  should  direct 
your  way  thither  I  am  very  confident  you 
would  have  no  reason  to  regret  it.'  Other 
friends  presented  the  difficulties  of  the  un- 
dertaking, the  perils  of  the  way,  and  the 
probable  disappointment,  in  colours  so  dark, 
as  to  make  me  cautious  in  my  consideration 
or  contemplation  of  change.  But  none  of 
these  correspondents  knew  much  or  any- 
thing of  the  sphere.  They  wrote  in  affec- 
tion, and  in  fear  for  myself  and  my  family. 
From  all  that  I  learned,  and  I  had  ample 
opportunity  personal  and  epistolary,  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  claims  were  very 
great,  the  position  important  and  influential, 
■  the  abilities  of  the  people  to  sustain  a 
!  minister  satisfactory,  and  the  prospect  of 
,  usefulness  extensive,  such  as  to  demand  and 
\  to  deserve  a  man  of  standing  and  of  ability, 
I  who  had  good  success  at  home.  But  then 
I  had  much  to  hold  me.  I  had  a  charge  in 
;  which  God  had  given  me  unusual  encou- 
J  ragement  in  the  English  Presbyterian 
:  Church,  and  I  had  been  iu  it  so  short  a 
period  as  not  fully  to  realise  the  fruit  of  my 
:  labour.  I  was  the  first  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter in  Cheltenham.  When  I  came  the  con- 
gregation was  small,  and  the  communicants 
only  50.  During  three  years  there  has  been 
j  a  considerable  increase — nearly  all  English 
I  people.  I  have  admitted  110  to  the  com- 
munion, and  from  as  many  as  eight  branches 
of  the  Church  of  Christ.  After  all  the 
j  changes  and  removals  incident  to  a  place 
j  like  this,  the  communion  roll  is  now  three- 
fold what  it  was  three  years  ago.  I  have  a 
staff  of  six  elders,  four  of  whom  are  English- 
men ;  22  Sabbath  school  teachers,  with  a 
goodly  proportion  of  scholars,  a  Young 
lien's  Society,  a  Young  Men's  Prayer 
Meeting,  a  Dorcas  Society,  a  Mother's 
Meeting,  a  Missionary  Society,  and  indeed 
almost  all  the  framework  necessary  for 
thorough  working  of  a  congregation.  The 
funds  have  prospered  in  like  manner.  The 
income  of  the  first  year  was  £150  in  in- 
crease of  the  former  year ;  then  we  raised 
£250  extra  the  second  year  for  building 
schools  ;  the  third  year  stands  thus  :  Sus- 
tentation  Fund,  £250 ;  missions,  £50 ; 
other  benevolent  objects,  £50 ;  incidental 
expenses,  £50;  school  building,  £115; 
total,  £515.  We  have  got  the  property 
invested  in  a  new  trust,  in  which  the  office- 
bearers of  the  congregation  are  included. 
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Nor  has  my  ministry  been  in  vain.  There 
are  those  who  have  been  awakened  and 
brought  to  the  Lord,  those  who  have  con- 
fessed their  enlargement  and  edification, 
all  of  wbom  are  specially  dear  to  me.  I 
have  received  much  affection,  many  con- 
siderate, and  even  constant  tokens  of  kind- 
ness, great  respect,  and  unusual  encourage- 
ment in  a  field  so  new  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church.    My  stipend  has  never  been  so  low 
as  the  promised  sum,  and  in  the  second  year 
it  was  made  £50  more.    It  has  ever  been 
most  punctually  paid  by  the  respected  trea- 
surer. My  position  in  the  town  is  happy  in 
many  ministerial  and  Christian  associations, 
and  in  the  district  full  of  opportunities  for 
doing  good.    The  town  is  a  delightful  resi- 
dence, my  own  abode  in  it  as  quiet  as  any 
rural  manse.    My  brief  ministry  has  been 
devoid  of  any  distraction,  any  unpleasant- 
ness, or  discordance  with  any.    I  have  had 
constant  comfort  and  peace  in  botli  office- 
bearers and  people.    To  think  of  breaking 
up  all  tins  was  a  painful  effort,  and  to 
prosecute  any  inquiries  or  listen  to  appeals 
for  removal,  has  been  an  oredal  of  no 
ordinary  keenness.  In  very  many  respects, 
I  know  few  spheres  where  a  minister  has 
more  attractions,  encouragements,  and  com- 
fort than  Cheltenham  has  possessed  to  me.  I 
had  other  connections  of  a  strong  and  in- 
fluential character  to  bind  me  to  my  land. 
In  the  providence  of  God  I  have  been  led 
to  take  a  share  in  Christian  literature.  I 
had  a  part  in  the  starting  of  the  British 
Messenger,  and  for  eight  years  contributed 
to  its  pages   with  more  encouragement 
and  usefulness  than  I  could  ever  have  an- 
ticipated.    I  had  a  part  in  establishing 
another  serial  of  similar  character — the 
British  Herald,  in  connection  with  its  es- 
teemed  editor,  a  college  companion  and 
friend   of  seventeen  years.     I   had  the 
honour  of  creating  Meliora,  a  Quarterly 
Review  of  Social  Science,  in  conducting  j 
which  I  have  been  actively  assisting  for  the 
four  years  of  its  existence.    There,  too,  my  j 
labours  have  been  greatly  encouraged,  and 
bare  brought  me  the  correspondence  and 
friendship  of  many  philanthropists  in  the 
land.    In  regard  to  literary  work  I  have 
had  more  openings  than  I  could  fill,  for  I 
could  never  consent  to  sacrifice  or  imperil 
niv  sacred  office  for  anything.    Yet  amidst 
a  busy  pastorate  I  have  been  enabled  to 
add  some  contributions  to  authorship  in 
literature  and  theology  which  have  secured 
for  me  not  only  an  advancing  position,  but 
an  increasing  usefulness.    To  think  of  sur- 
rendering all  these,  added  no  little  intensity 
to  the  pain  which  this  call  produced.  I 
felt  it  keenly.     It  pressed  heavily,  and 
probed  acutely.    Few  ministers  have  had 
more  opportunities  for  good,  and  which 
attach  the  mind  and  heart,  than  I  have  had 


during  the  last  ten  years.    I  took  long  to 
consider  the  matter,  weighed  it  prayerfully, 
took  counsel  of  my  friends,  of  fathers  and 
brethern  in  the  Church,  and  of  the  partner 
in  life  whom  God  has  given  me.  *  *  *  * 
Nothing  less  than  a  high  sense  of  public 
duty  to  the  Church  of  Christ,  to  the  Lord 
and  to  the  souls  of  men,  could  induce  me 
to  leave  a  people  so  attached  to  me,  a 
charge  so  promising,  a  situation  where  I 
had  a  sufficient  maintenance,  and  no  heart- 
burnings, a  Church  in  this  land  which  I 
have  joyfully  served.    Nothing  less  than  a 
high  sense  of  public  duty  could  induce  me 
to  surrender  my  literary  connections  in 
this  country.    I  deem  the  charge  there 
j  more  important,  more  influential  and  wider 
i  than  my  present  one,  the  necessity  there 
'  greater,  both  in  the  pulpit  and  in  the  press. 
I  have  been  led  to  believe  that  the  climate 
j  will  suit  my  wife  and  family,  and  that  there 
I  is  likelihood,  if  God  should  convey  us 
safely  thither,  that  we  may  be  spared  to 
exercise  a  healthful  influence  for  good  in 
that  rising  city  and  colony.     There  are 
many  in  this  land  fit  for  the  spheres  of  use- 
fulness which  I  now  occupy.    There  the 
demand  is  greater  than  the  supply.  I 
therefore  feel  bound  to  yield  to  the  report 
of  the  Colonial  Committee  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland,  and  of  the  Commis- 
sioners from  Sydney,  to  transfer  my  services 
to  a  new  world.    I  trust  the  Presbytery 
and  my  beloved  flock  will  give  me  credit 
for  the  purity  of  my  motives,  the  high  aim 
I  profess,  and  the  desire  I  have  to  be  occu- 
pied to  the  best  advantage  in  the  Master's 
service.    The  Lord  has  led  me  hitherto,  I 
do  not  doubt.    And  he  has  broken  up  my 
home  and  ministry  twice  before,  without 
any  seeking  of  miue.    He  has  blest  me  in 
my  labours.  He  has  given  me  an  experience, 
both  in  Scotland  and  England,  for  which  I 
am  deeply  thankful.    He  has  well  provided 
for  the  vacant  pulpits  which  I  left,  and 
prospered  the  congregations  from  which  I 
have  been  severed.    He  is  the  same  still. 
I  follow  the  pillar  cloud.    I  commit  my 
beloved  flock  to  him  from  whom  I  received 
them,  and  to  the  kind  sympathy  of  my 
brethren.     If  the  Presbytery  see  fit  to 
translate  me,  and  my  congregation  to  ac- 
quiesce therein,  I  am  confident  they  will 
do  so  on  the  same  grounds  that  have  ruled 
my  own  decision,  and  that  they  will  follow 
me  to  the  new  sphere  with  many  prayers 
for  my  safety  and  success.    These  three 
years  of  labour  in  Cheltenham  I  can  never 
forget.    With  my  brethren  in  the  Presby- 
tery my  relations  have  been  happy,  and  I 
part  from  them  with  much  affection  and 
deep  regret.    I  feel  it  hard  indeed  to  say 
farewell  to  my  congregation  here,  in  whose 
affections  I  have  lived  and  laboured.  Kind 
friends — 
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'  80  pleasant  have  ye  made  these  days. 
That  in  my  heart,  long  as  my  heart  shall  beat, 
Minutest  recollections  still  shall  live, 
Still  be  the  source  of  joy.' 

But  the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done.  God 
grant  the  decision  of  this  day  may  have 
liis  blesaing  and  redound  to  his  glory,  and 
that  we  may  all  meet  in  our  Father's  house 
with  songs  of  thanksgiving  and  everlasting 
joy  upon  our  head,  for  all  the  ways  by 
which  he  has  led  us  to  that  home  where  we 
meet  to  part  no  more." 

Cheltenham. — A  valedictory  tea  meet- 
ing was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  on  the  11th 
February,  on  the  occasion  of  the  removal 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Steel  to  Sydney,  New  South 
Wales.  There  was  a  large  attendance.  Mr. 
Ward  occupied  the  chair,  in  the  absence  of 
W.  D.  Wills,  Esq.,  Bristol.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Brown,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Lewis,  Wake, 
Waddy,  and  Smith,  Nonconformist  minis- 
ters of  the  town,  and  the  Rev.  W.  Collings, 
of  Gloucester,  were  on  the  platform.  The  , 
chairman,  after  alluding  to  the  trying  cir-  1 
cumstances  in  which  they  were  met,  pre- 
sented the  Rev.  Dr.  Steel  with  a  handsome 
and  valuable  escritoire,  "  as  a  testimony  of 
their  respect  and  esteem,  and  as  a  mark  of 
the  many  virtues  which  had  adorned  his 
characterduring  his  residencein  Cheltenham 
as  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church." 
The  Temperance  Society  then  presented 
Dr.  Steel  with  an  address  expressive  of  their 
regret  at  his  removal,  and  their  gratitude 
for  his  services.  This  was  accompanied 
with  five  volumes  of  the  "  Critical  Com- 
mentaries of  Dean  Ellicott  on  the  Epistles." 
The  reverend  gentleman  replied  in  suitable 
terms.  Various  addresses  were  delivered 
by  the  ministers  present.  The  Presby- 
terian Church  has  now  attained  a  most 
honourable  and  respectable  position  in 
Cheltenham,  which  we  trust  will  be  main- 
tained by  the  successor  of  Dr.  Steel,  whose 
removal  is  generally  regretted. 

Michael  Church,  Escley,  Hereford- 
shire.— The  members  and  friends  of  this 
congregation,  at  a  farewell  visit  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Steel,  on  the  15th  and  16th  of  February, 
presented  him  with  a  silver  salver,  "as  a 
token  of  their  regard  and  esteem,  and  grati- 
tude for  the  kind  interest  he  has  taken  in 
their  spiritual  welfare." 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Steel  sailed  for  Sydney  on 
the  28th  ult.,  by  the  Colonial  Empire. 

Tweedmouth. — The  half-yearly  sermon 
on  behalf  of  the  Sabbath  school  in  connec- 
tion with  this  congregation  was  preached 
on  the  evening  of  Sabbath  the  26th  January, 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cant,  from  2  Chron.  xxxiv. 
3  '  J osiah,  while  he  was  yet  young,  began 
to  seek  the  God  of  David,'  his  father." 
Beside^'the  children,  there  was  a  good  at- 
tendance of  parents  and  others;  and  the 


subject,  which  was  illustrated  by  anecdote 
and  Bible  history,  was  attentively  listened 
to  throughout.  Motives  to  early  piety  were 
set  forth  in  a  simple  and  very  engaging 
manner.  The  annual  treat  took  place  in 
the  school-room,  on  the  evening  of  Tues- 
day, the  6th  February,  when  the'  children, 
teachers,  friends,  and  minister's  Bible  class, 
in  all  about  180,  eat  down  to  tea.  The 
blessing  was  asked  and  thanks  returned  by 
the  minister.  Afterwards  a  hymn  was  sung, 
and,  as  the  school-room  was  too  crowded, 
it  was  agreed  to  adjourn  to  the  church. 
Mr.  Pearson,  sen.,  being  now  called  to  occupy 
the  chair,  gave  a  short  address,  which  was 
delivered  in  his  usual  happy  and  engaging 
manner.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Cant,  Mr.  Pearson,  jun.,  Mr. 
Younger,  and  Mr.  Reid.  The  singing  of 
the  hymns,  which  was  conducted  by  Mr. 
Makins,  one  of  the  teachers,  tended  to 
enliven  and  interest  the  meeting.  The  pre- 
sent aspect  of  this  school  is  very  encou- 
raging. 

United  Presbyterian  Church. — The 
contributions  in  aid  of  the  Home  and  Foreign 
Missionary  operations  of  this  Church  during 
the  past  year  has  considerably  exceeded  any 
former  period,  notwithstanding  the  depressed 
state  of  trade  throughout  the  country.  The 
following  is  the  amount  received  by  the  trea- 
surer for  1861  : — 

For  Home  and  Foreign 

Missions    £26,851  2  3i 

For  London  Movement    ...       3,000  0  0 


Amount  in  Year  £29,851  2  3i- 

This  sum  does  not  include  local  Missionary 
operations,  such  as  City  Missions  carried  on 
by  individual  congregations,  nor  funds  for 
church  buildings. 

Death  of  the  Rev.  George  Mackay, 
D.D.  of  Raffoed. — The  Banffshire  Jour- 
xaZsays,  "  Another  of  the  fathers  of  the  Free 
Church  has  fallen.  The  Rev,  Dr.  Mackay, 
of  Rafford,  died  at  Burgie  Lodge,  near  Forres, 
N.B.,  at  half-past  four  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  Sabbath  the  19th  of  January.  The 
rev.  doctor's  constitution  had  been  breaking 
up  for  some  years  back,  but  nothing  serious 
was  entertained  till  the  end  of  last  week, 
when  he  became  seriously  ill.  By  his  own 
congregation  the  doctor  was  much  beloved, 
and  wherever  he  was  known  he  was  much 
respected.  Dr.  Mackay  had  a  large  family, 
eight  sons  and  four  daughters.  His  second 
son,  Capt.  John  Mackay  of  the  5th  Light 
Infantry  (Bengal  Presidency)  was  killed 
in  the  Affghan  war,  at  the  age  of  22  ;  the 
third  son,  one  of  the  most  amiable  of  men, 
Hugh  Macpherson  Mackay,  for  several  years 
a  resident  in  Ceylon,  died  at  Burgie  two 
years  since ;  and  Mrs.  McLachlan,  Edin- 
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burgh,  a  daughter,  died  there  five  years 
since."  [We  may  add  that  one  of  the  eight 
sons  above-mentioned  has  been  an  office- 
bearer in  one  of  our  own  congregations  in 
London,  for  some  twelve  or  fifteen  years.] 

Death  of  the  Ret.  De.  Symington- 
— Our  readers  will  observe  with  deep  re- 
gret, in  to-day's  obituary,  the  name  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  William  Symington,  who  departed 
this  life  on  Tuesday,  at  his  residence  in 
Annfield  Place.     Though  Dr.  Symington 
had  nearly  completed  his  three-score  and 
ten,  he  retained  a  constitution  so  hale  and 
vigorous  that  his  friends  and  the  community 
had  every  reason  to  hope  for  many  more 
years  of  his  valuable  and  honoured  life. 
The  Rev.  Doctor  had  laboured  in  Glasgow 
ably,  faithfully,  and  with  gratifying  success 
since  July,  1839.    On  that  year  he  was 
translated  to  this  city  from  Stranraer,  where 
he  had  been  ordained  in  1819,  having  been 
licensed  in  1818.    In  the  year  of  his  induc- 
tion at  Glasgow,  he  received  the  degree  of 
D.D.  from  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  in 
recognition  of  his  special  gifts  and  attain- 
ments as  a  theologian — an  honour  all  the 
more  signal  as  being  conferred  on  one  whose 
denominational  principles  implied  emphatic 
and  uncompromising   protest  against  the 
constitution  of  the  Church  as  by  law  estab- 
lished, and  even  against  the  civil  constitu- 
tion itself.    Among  the  principal  works  we 
owe  to  Dr.  Symington's  pen,  may  be  men- 
tioned, "  The  Atonement  and  Intercession 
of  Christ,"    "Messiah  the  Prince,"  and 
"Discourses  on  Public  Occasions."  In 
1854,  the  deceased  was  elected  Professor  of 
Systematic  Theology  to  the  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  in  that  capacity  exer- 
cised an  influence  over  the  youthful  ministry 
of  the  Church  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
over-estimate.  As  a  pastor,  Dr.  Symington's 
labours  have  also  been  peculiarly  successful. 
His  frank  unconstrained  manner,  his  win- 
ning, yet  manly  presence,  his  keenly  suscep- 
tible   sympathies,   and    almost  youthful 
warmth  of  affection,  combined  with  his  ripe 
experience,  and  his  full,  clear,  simple  views 
of  gospel  truth,  rendered  him  a  welcome 
friend  and  a  model  pastor.    Dr.  Symington 
has  of  late  years  been  assisted,  and  will  now 
be  succeeded  by  one  of  his  sons,  the  Rev. 
William  Symington.    The  Church  in  Scot- 
land has  truly  lost  one  of  its  greatest  lights 
in  the  death  of  Dr.  William  Symington, 
whose  learning  and  eloquence  shed  for  so 
many  years  a  brilliant  lustre  on  the  denomi- 
nation to  which  he  belonged.  The  deceased, 
we  may  mention,  preached  on  the  second 
Sabbath  of  this  month.  He  had  been  seized 
by  a  shivering  on  the  10th,  preached,  never- 
theless, all  day  on  the  12th,  and  went  home 
suffering  under  the  malady  which  eventually 


cut  him  off— a  low  continued  fever. — Glas- 
gow Paper  for  January,  1862. 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  DAY. 

The  Nonconformists  propose  to  keep  the 
present  year  worthily  as  the  bicentenary  of 
St.  Barthol  omew's  Day,  when  the  2,000  con- 
fessors went  forth  from  their  cures  and  livings 
into  poverty  and  nameless  hardships,  that 
they  might  keep  a  good  conscience  before 
God.  In  England  it  has  been  resolved, 
among  other  things,  to  issue  some  short 
treatises,  in  which  the  various  questions  re- 
lating to  the  Church-life  of  Protestant  non- 
conformity may  be  handled,  and  to  provide 
for  the  erection  of  a  hundred  new  Inde- 
pendent chapels.  In  regard  to  Scotland, 
the  editors  of  the  Congregational  Magazine 
urge  "  that  we  shall  not  be  beyond  the  range 
of  this  movement  in  its  quickening  influence, 
and  that  we  will  not  be  slow  to  imitate  its 
methods.  The  year  1862  is  to  us  also  a  red- 
letter  year.  In  it  falls  the  jubilee  of  our 
Congregational  Unions.  We  trust  it  will 
be  to  Independency  in  Scotland  the  starting 
point  of  a  new  career  of  prosperity.  Shall 
we  signalise  it  by  the  organisation  of  a 
chapel-building  society  ?  Shall  we  have 
lectures  in  our  leading  towns  on  the  princi- 
ples of  Dissent  and  Independency?  Shall 
we  have  a  society  formed  for  the  issue  of 
'  new,  readable,  sellable  tracts  ? '  It  will  be 
an  everlasting  shame  to  us  if  we  allow  it  to 
pass  off  with  a  few  speeches  in  Edinburgh." 


THE  AGED  SERVING  GOD. 
Mat  the  old  servants  of  God  be  dismissed 
from  waiting  on  Him  ?  No  ;  their  attend- 
ance is  still  required,  and  shall  be  still 
accepted ;  they  shall  not  be  cast  off  by 
their  Master  in  time  of  old  age.  Therefore, 
let  not  them  desert  His  service.  When, 
through  the  infirmities  of  age,  they  can  no 
longer  be  working  servantsjin  God's  family, 
yet  they  may  be  waiting  servants.  Those 
that,  like  Barzillai,  are  unfit  for  the  enter- 
tainments of  the  courts  of  earthly  princes, 
may  yet  relish  the  pleasures  of  God's  courts 
as  much  as  ever. 

The  Levites,  when  they  were  past  the  age 
of  fifty,  and  were  discharged  from  the  toil- 
some parts  of  their  ministrations,  yet  still 
must  wait  on  God,  must  be  quietly  waiting 
to  give  honour  to  him,  and  to  receive  com- 
fort from  Him.  Those  that  hare  done  the 
will  of  God,  and  their  well-doing  is  at  an 
end,  have  need  of  patience  to  enable  them 
to  wait  till  they  inherit  the  promise  ;  and 
the  nearer  the  happiness  is  which  they  are 
waiting  for,  the  dearer  should  the  God  be 
they  are  waiting  on,  and  hope  shortly  to 
be  with  eternally. — Matthew  Henri/. 


Outlay  for  a  Life  Policy  Leflened. 


THE  LIFE  ASSOCIATION  OF  SCOTLAND  — founded 
1838,  approved  and  fanctioned  by  Government  in  1841  and  1853 
— leflens  the  outlay  for  a  Life  Aflurance,  not  by  dangeroufly  reducing 
the  Rates  of  Premium,  but  by  a  fyftem  of  Allocation  of  Profit  at  once 
fimple  and  fafe,  and  which  diminifhes  the  coft  to  the  loweft  point  con- 
fiftent  with  fecurity.  The  Surplus  or  Profit  thus  allocated  is  not  given 
as  a  fum  payable  at  death  (as  in  moft  other  Offices),  but  is  annually 
returned  in  Money  to  Participating  Policy-holders  of  five  years'  ftanding 
at  the  date  of  the  preceding  balance,  and  applied  in  reducing  their  next 
Premiums.  Each  Policy-holder  thus  enjoys  during  his  own  life  his 
mare  of  the  Profit.  Allocations  of  Profit  have  been  made  at  feventeen 
fucceffive  annual  periods,  and  the  Return  of  Profit  to  Policy-holders 
of  the  Firft  Series,  now  clofed,  has  attained  to  37?  per  cent,  of  the 
Premiums  ;  that  is,  a  Policy-holder  whofe  Premium  is  £25,  obtains 
this  year  a  Return  of  £()  7s.  6d.  ;  and  another,  whofe  Premium  is 
£12  ios.,  obtains  £\  13s.  qd.  The  Premiums,  although  originally 
moderate,  have  thus  been  reduced  to  le/s  than  two-thirds  of  their 
amount. 


Age  at 
Entry. 

Annual  Premiums 
for  Aflurance  of 
£1000. 

Riturn  of  Profit 
paid  by  Office. 

Premiums  have 
been  thereby 
reduced  to 

*5 

£21  18  4 

£8    4  4 

£13  '4  0 

35 

28  10  0 

10  13  9 

17  16  3 

45 

38  11  8 

14    9  4 

24    2  4 

55 

56  13  4 

2150 

35    8  4 

60 

69    0  10 

25  17  3 

43    3  7 

The  Return  of  Profit  to  Policy-holders  of  the  Second  Series 
has  attained  to  25  per  cent. — that  is  5s.  per  £1 — of  their  Premiums. 
The  Firft  Series  gradually  attained  to  their  prefent  rate  of  reduction,  and 
from  the  fuccefs  that  has  attended  the  bufinefs,  there  is  every  profpe£t 
that  the  Second  Series  alfo  will  obtain  at  leaft  equal  benefits. 

Half-Premiums  only  may  be  Paid. 

But  in  order  ftill  further  to  diminifti  the  coft  of  a  Life-Policy,  a 
Regulation  called  the  "  Half-Credit  System  "  has  been  adopted, 


&f   The  Lists  will  be  Closed  on  5TH  April  next, 


a  Life  Affociation  of  Scotland. 


whereby  Affurances  of  £500  or  upwards  may  be  effected  and  kept  in 
force  by  payment  of  only  One-half  of  the  firft  fix  years'  Premiums. 
The  unpaid  half  Premiums  remain  (without  fecurity)  in  the  hands  of 
the  Aflured,  fo  long  as  he  pleafes ;  and  if  not  paid  before  death,  the 
amount  will  be  deducted  from  the  fum  Aflured, — intereft  thereon  being, 
in  the  meantime,  payable  annually  in  advance. 

The  Aflured  will  receive  the  fame  fhare  of  Profit  as  if  he  had  paid 
the  full  Premium ;  and  in  the  event  of  death,  the  full  fum  Aflured 
(under  deduction  of  the  unpaid  half  Premiums)  will  be  paid  by  the 
Aflbciation. 

The  principal  advantage  of  the  fyftem  is  the  fmall  outlay  required  ; 
for  example, — An  Aflurance  for  ,£250,  on  the  ordinary  fyftem,  on  a 
life  of  30,  requires  a  payment,  the  firft  year,  of  £6  5s. ;  while,  under 
the  Half-Credit  Syftem,  that  fum,  together  with  6s.  3d.  of  intereft,  will 
aflure  a  fum  of  £500. 


Tabie  I.— ASSURANCES,    WITH  PROFITS. 
Half-Credit  Syftem. 


Payments  required  for  an  Affurance  of  £500,  payable  at  Death,  effetled  by  Annual 
Premiums ;  affuming  that  the  Profits  will  be  the  fame  as  are  noiv  allocated  to 
Policy-holders  of  the  firft  Series. 
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•  REDUCED  PREMIUM  at  I2J.  6d.  per  £i  of  the  original  fum,  -viz.,  the  amount  to  -which 
this  year's  Premiums  on  AJfura'nces  of  the  1st  Series,  now  clofed,  ha-ve  been  reduced  by  payments  from  the 
profits.  There  is  every  projpeil  that  the  Dircltors  -will  be  able  to  allocate  large  fums  oj  profit  alfo  to 
Policy-holders  of  the  ind  Series.  In  April,  1861,  the  reduclions  to  the  2nd  Series  commenced  at  25  per 
cent,  on  their  premiums. 
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Poftion  and  Progrefs  of  the  A£ociation. 

The  Aflbciation  occupies  a  leading  pofition  among  the  AfTurance 
Inftitutions  of  the  Kingdom,  and  has  experienced  a  more  rapid  increafe 
of  bufinefs  than  almoft  any  other  Office.  The  Accumulated  Fund 
now  (1861)  amounts  to  upwards  of  £561,000,  and  the  Annual  Income 
to  £181,550.  The  following  table  exhibits  the  new  bufinefs  tranfacted 
during  the  laft  Eight  Years. 


Year  ending 

Policies  iflued  in 
each  year. 

New  Aflurances  in 
each  year. 

New  Premiums  in 
each  year. 
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581,986    15  3 
550,244    17  0 
486,639     4  8 
531,820     0  0 
656,461    18  0 

£  d. 

15,317     6  8 
14,326     3  0 
18,088    13  5 
14,522    12  1 
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18,811      6  9 
16,615      9  8 
17,890    13  5 
22,850    18  4 

Annual  Average  . . . 

1 109 

521,290     4  7 

17,587      0  5 

Advantages  of  a  Life-Policy  ^ 

As  mown  by  Cafes  from  the  Books  of  the  AfTociation. 

lllujirations  of  the  Ordinary  Method  of  Affurance. 

W  E  ,  Mineral  Agent,  M  ,  aged  45,  effecleda  Policy  for  £500  on  his 

life  in  April,  1854.  In  November,  i860,  he  was  feized  with  inflammation  of  the 
bowels,  from  expofure  to  cold  and  wet  when  travelling  on  the  top  of  a  coach,  and 
died  in  twenty-fix  hours.  Six  premiums  only  had  been  paid,  and  when  the  Policy 
became  a  claim,  the  premium  had  been  reduced  from  £19  5s.  lod.  to  £12  is.  2d.  by 
participation  in  profits. 

M  M  ,  Widow,  S  ,  aged  36,  effected  a  Policy  for  £500  on  her  life  in 

September,  1859.  In  the  following  April  ftie  was  feized  with  inflammation  of  the 
lungs,  and  died  on  9th  October,  i860.  Two  premiums  only  of  £14  10s.  iod.  each 
had  been  paid. 

Illuflrations  of  the  Half-Credit  Syftem. 

N  G  ,  Merchant's  Clerk,  L  ,  aged  39,  effefted  a  Policy  on  the  Half- 
Credit  Syftem  for  £500  on  his  life  in  April,  1859.  In  the  following  September  he 
was  feized  with  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  and  died  in  four  months.  The  fum  of 
£500  was  thus  fecured  to  his  family  at  an  outlay  of  only  £17  os.  5d.,  being  fcarcely 
more  than  the  coft  of  an  ordinary  Aflurance  of  £250. 

H  S  W  ,  Solicitor,  L  ,  aged  48,  effected  a  Policy  on  the  Half- 
Credit  Syftem  for  £5000  on  his  life  in  April,  1856.  In  November,  1859,  ne  was  mc*' 
denly  feized  with  bronchitis,  and  died  in  April,  i860.  The  fum  of  £5000  was  thus 
fecured  to  his  family  at  almoft  the  coft  of  a  Policy  for  £2,500. 


The  Lists  will  be  Closed  on  5TH  April  next. 
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Benefits  to  Policy-Holders. 

(Not  ufually  granted  by  AJfurance  Offices.) 
The  Policies  now  being  iffued  by  the  Affociation  do  not  contain  feveral  of  the 
Reftrictions  commonly  impofed  on  Aflured  lives,  and  confer  on  the  Policy-holders  f 
unufual  and  important  facilities  and  privileges. 

DAYS  OF  GRACE  AND  NON-PAYMENT  OF  PREMIUMS.  —  There  is  No 
Forfeiture,  if  death  occur  during  the  21  Days  of  Grace  allowed  for  paying  a  Premium, 
and  the  Premium  be  unpaid.  After  payment  of  Five  Years'  full  Premiums,  there  is  No 
Forfeiture  by  non-payment  of  any  future  Premium  at  the  proper  time,  but  the  Policy 
remains  in  force  for  a  year  (even  in  the  event  of  death),  fubject  to  payment  of  the 
Premium,  and  ofafmall  fine  per  month;  and  Evidence  of  Health  is  not  required. 

DEATH  BY  SUICIDE,  &c— After  five  years,  there  is  No  Forfeiture  by  fuch  death 
under  any  circumftances.  Previous  to  five  years  there  is  No  Forfeiture  by  luch  death 
as  regards  a  third  party  holding  an  onerous  affignment  intimated  for  a  month. 

POLICIES  INDISPUTABLE,  on  any  ground  whatever,  after  five  years,  and  proof  of  age. 

NO  LIMITS  OF  RESIDENCE  AND  OCCUPATION.— Under  Policies  of  five  years' 
endurance,  the  Directors,  in  the  majority  of  cafes,  will,  on  application,  and  without  any 
extra  charge,  iflue  a  Certificate  removing  all  reftricYion  on  refidence  and  occupation.  In 
all  other  cafes  there  is  No  Forfeiture  by  the  Allured  tranfgrefiing  the  limits  of  refi- 
dence or  occupation,  if  Policy  held  by  a  third  party  ignorant  thereof,  who  fliall  pay  the 
necefTary  extra  Premium  when  the  circumftance  comes  to  his  knowledge. 

It  is  believed  that  equal  advantages  cannot  be  obtained  from  any  1 
other  Aflurance  Office. 

LONDON— 20,  KING  WILLIAM  STREET,  E.G. 
Diretlors. 

John  BousteaD,  Efq.,  8,  Upper  Gloucefter  Street,  Doifet  Square. 

William  Walter  Cargill,  Efq  ,  Oriental  Bank. 

James  L.  Wylie,  Efq.,  (Dumas  &  Wylie),  Change  Alley,  Cornhill. 

Thomas  Graham.  Elq.  (Graham  &  Lyde),  Mitre  Court  Chambers,  Temple. 

John  Maitland,  Efq.  (Maitland  &  Graham),  19,  College  Street,  Weftminfter. 

Hugh  E.  Montgomerie,  Efq.  (Montgomerie  &  Greenhorne),  Gracechurch  Street. 

Medical  Officer, — Stephen  H.  Ward,  Efq  ,  M.D.,  28,  Finfhury  Circus.  !■ 
Solicitors, — Meffis.  Simpson,  Roberts,  &  Simpson,  62,  Moorgate  Street. 
Re/ident  Secretary,— THOS.  FRASER. 

MANCHESTER— 9,  CORPORATION  STREET. 

Dire  ft  on. 
Matthew  Curtis,  Efq.,  Mayor. 
Philip  Gillibrand,  Efq.  (H.  Bannerman  &  Sons). 
H.  J.  Leppoc,  Efq.  (Hermann  Samfon,  Leppoc  &  Co.) 
Ivie  Mackie,  Efq.  (Findlater,  Mackie  &  Co.) 

Medical  Officer,—  Eason  Wilkinson,  Efq.,  M.D.,  33,  King  Street. 
Solicitors,— Meffrs.  Atkinsons,  Saunders,  &  Herford,  Norfolk  Street. 
Agent  and  Secretary, — W.  H  Lamb. 

f@§P  On  jth  April  next,  1 
The  AJfurance  Lifts  will  be  made  up  for  the  \ 
23"  ANNUAL  BALANCE  &  18™  DIVISION  of  PROFITS,  j 
There  is  a  Special  Advantage  in  AJjuring  before  that  date. 

1 

GEORGE   UKW1K,  GRESHAM  STEAM   PRESS,  BUCKLERSBURY,  LONDON,  S-C- 

The  English  Presbyterian  Messenger  Advertiser. 


6LENPIELD  PATENT  STARCH, 

USED  IN  THE  ROYAL  LAUNDRY. 

The  Ladies:  are  respectfully  informed  that  this  STARCH  is  exclusively  used  in  the 
Royal  Laundry  ;  and  Her  Majesty's  Laundress  says,  that  although  she  has  tried 
Wheaten,  Rice,  and  other  Powder  Starches,  she  has  found  none  of  them  equal  to  the 
GLENFIELD,  which  is  the  finest  Starch  she  ever  used. 

Wotiiekspoox  &  Co.,  Glasgow  and  London. 


BROWN  &  POLSON'S  PATENT  CORN  FLODR. 

The  most  interesting  account  of  its  value,  as  an  article  of  daily  use,  is  given  in 

The  Leisure  Hour, 

of  May  30,  1861,  in  a  paper  upon  "  Maize  or  Indian  Corn,"  from  which  the  following 
is  an  extract :  — 

"Ever  since  the  potato  famine  of  1846-7  very  large  quantities  of  maize  have  been 
imported,  and  the  amount  is  still  increasing  ;  this  is  partly  referable  to  an  ingenious 
and  very  successful  method  of  manufacture,  conducted  at  Paisley  by  Messrs  Brown  and 
Poison,  an  engraving  of  the  operation  in  whose  factory  is  appended.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  amylaceous  material  prepared  and  sold  by  them  has  all  the  advantages 
which  they  claim  for  it,  under  the  name  of  Patent  Corn  Flour." 

The  Illustrated  London  News, 

May  26th,  1860,  gave  a  valuable  account  of  it,  with  several  engravings  of  the  process  of 
manufacture. 

The  Lancet, 

in  a  notice  given  July  24, 1858,  states,  "  This  is  superior  to  anything  of  the  kind  known  " 
au  opinion  indisputably  confirmed  by  scientific  tests  and  public  appreciation. 


THE    SCIENCE    OP  IRONING 

ASK  FOR  BRIGGS'  AUSTRALIAN  SATIN  GLAZE  STARCH,  where  you 
purchase  Harper  Twelvethees'  Soap  Powdeb.  One  pound  is  equal  to  nearly  Two 
Pounds  of  any  other.  It  is  the  very  best  Starch  for  Gentlemen's  Collars  and  Cravats, 
and  the  most  economical  for  large  Washing  Establishments,  Manufacturers,  Bleachers, 
Hot-Pressers,  and  Finishers  ;  and  as  the  Iron  cannot  possibly  stick,  every  description  ot 
Embroidery,  Lace,  and  Muslins,  can  be  Ironed  without  fear  of  tearing.  Used  exclusively 
by  Her  Majesty's  Lace  Dresser,  by  the  Laundress  for  Buckingham  Palace,  and  by 
thousands  of  Families  throughout  the  Kingdom.  Sole  Wholesale  Agent  for  the  Manu- 
facturers :  —  Harper  Twelvetrees,  Bromley-by-Bow,  London,  E.    More  Agents  wanted. 


Instant  relief  and  a  rapid  cure  of  Coughs,  Asthma,  Consumption,  Influenza,  Colds, 
and  all  disorders  of  the  breath,  throat,  and  lungs,  are  insured  by 


Which  have  a  most  agreeable  taste.  v' 
CURE  OF  A  FOURTEEN  YEARS'  ASTHMATIC  COUGH.  s\ 
"I,  Thomas  Carter,  Egremont,  Cheshire,  had  an  asthmatic  cough  for  fourteen?"^ 
years:  nothing  ever  gave  me  relief  until  I  commenced  taking  Dr.  Locock's  Pulmor:  ^  , ' 
Wafers,  three  boxes  of  which  have  entirely  cured  me.    (Witness)  Mr.  Geo  Howt  ^|'o 
Chemist,  Dale  Street,  Liverpool." 

Dr.  Locock's  Pulmonic  Wafers  give  instant  relief  and  a  rapid  cure  r 
Coughs,  and  all  disorders  of  the  breath  and  lungs. 

To  Singers  and  Public  Speakers  they  are  invaluable  for  clearing  anr' 
the  voice.  They  have  a  most  pleasant  taste. 

Price  Is.  lid.,  2s.  9d.,  and  Us.  per  box.    Sold  by  all  C 


slacks  Silver  electro  plate 


IS  A  STRONG  COATING  OF  PURE  SILVER  OVER  NICKEL. 

MANUFACTURED  SOLELY  BY  RICHARD  AND  JOHN  SLACK. 


The  fact  of  Twenty  Years'  wear  is  ample  proof  of  its  durability,  and  in  the  hardest  use  it  can  never 
show  the  brassy  under-surface  so  much  complained  of  by  many  purchasers  of  Electro-Plate. 
EVERT  ARTICLE  FOR  THE  TABLE  AS  IN  SILVER. 

OLD    GOODS    REFLATED    EQUAL    TO  NEW. 


12  Table  Forks  .... 
12  Dessert  Forks  . 
12  Table  Sp  ons  . 
12  Dessert  Spoons 
12  Tea  Spoons  .... 


King's  or  Thres 
with  Shell. 
£   8.  d. 
3    0  0 

2  2  0 

3  0  0 
2  2  0 
1  10  0 


TEA  8c  COFFEE  SETS 
from  Jf  4-.I0.0. 


EVEri^  *JSW  PATl-KKiN  ALWAYS  OH  VIEW. 


SLACK'S    TAIBILIE  CUTLERIT. 

Messrs.  Slack  have  been  celebrated  for  Fiity  Years  for  the  Superior  Manufacture  of 
their  Cutlery. 

Per  Doz.  Per  Do«.  Per  Doz. 

£  s.   d.  £  B.   d.  £  s.  d. 

Ivory  Table  Knives,  Balance  Handle         0  18   0  100  120 

Ivory  Dessert  Knives,  Balance  Handle...  0  11    0  0  14   0  0  15  6 

Carver  and  Fork  each  0   46  056  069 


■tUJ&AU.  STRAND. 


The  Best  Quality,  and  Warranted  not  to  come  loose  in  the  Handlei 


;^'S  IRONMONGERY  WAREHOUSE 

Is  the  Cheapest  in  London,  consistent  with  quality. 

FURNISHING  will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  inspect  the  STOCK  and  compare  tl 
I  ICES,  a  few  of  which  can  only  be  quoted  in  the  limits  of  an  advertisement. 


23"  A 
'There 


.s,  from  33.  6d.       Drawing-room- Fire-Iron?,  from  10s.  I  Copper  Coal  Scoops,  from  23t 
lers,  from  10s.       The  New  Coal  Scoop,  from  10s.  6d.  |  Dish  Covers,  18s.  set  of  6. 
nd  Ormolu,  65s.    Improved  Coal  Boxes,  4s.  6d.  |  Queen's  Pattern,  28s.  set  of  6 

'  ""ATALOGUE,  with  350  drawings  and  prices  of  every  requi 
^nishing  Ironmongery,  gratis  or  post  free.    No  perso 
*   a  ^h  without  one. 


GEORGE   UN  WIN .  GRE 


'4RD  &  JOHN  SLACK, 

OPPOSITE   SOMERSET  HOUSE 


